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ALPHABETICAL  ARRANGEMENT 
OF ONE   HUNDRED   PICTURESQUE   VIEWS   OF   SEATS   OF   THE   NOBILITY   AND  GENTRY, 
I  N ENGLAND    and  WALES. 

A SEATS. MESBURY, Baily  Park, Baiildon  Park, Beaconsfield  Houfe,  ■ Bear  Place, Belvedere  Houfe, Bertie  Place, Bifhara  Abbey, Blackheath, Blenheim,  (Four  Views) Boiefworth  Caftle, Bonchurch, Brocket  Hall, Bruce  Cattle, Bulltrode, Bum  Hill, Caen  Wood,(TwoViews) 

ENGLAND. OWN 

Camden  PL.., Caverfham  Park, Chifwick  Houfe, Clare  Mount, Cliefden, Crome  Court, Danfon  Hill, Davenport  Houfe, Ditchley, Dudmalton, Eftier  Place, Farnham  Caftle, Felbrig, 
Foot's  Cray  Place, Gidea  Hall, 
Gregory's, Gumbley  Hall, Gunnerft)ury  Houfe Hampton  Houfe, Harewood  Houfe, Harleyford, Hartwell  Houfe, Heythorpe, HiflingdonHoufe^ Holfton, Holwood  Houfe, 

Afton  Park, 
ChirkrCaftie, Erthig, Gredu^OD; 

BeHTfhire, Buckingham  (hire, Berklhire, Kent, Kent, 
Bcrkfhire, Kent, 
Oxfordftiire, Chefhirc, ine  of  Wight, Hertford  (hire, Middlefex, 
Buckinghamfhire, Middleftx, Middlefex, Kent, 
Oxfordfhire,' Middlefex, 
Buckmghamlhire, Worcefterihire,  • Kent, 
Shrop(hire, Oxfordlhire, Shrop(hire, Surrey, 
Surrey, Norfolk, Kent, ElTex, 
Buckinghamfhire, Leicelterlhire, Middlefex, Middlefex, York(hire, 
Buckinghamrtilrp- Buckingh: Jjuckmgh Oxfordflii. Middlefex, Shroplhire, Kent, 

Denbiehlhire, Fiintfhlre, Denbigh(hire, Denbighlhire, Flintihire, 

n(hire, 

Duke  of  ( Lord  HeatiTfi Sir  Francis  Sykes,  Bart. 
Mrs.  Dupre.' M.  Ximenes,  Efq. 
Sir  Sampfon  Gideon,  Bart. Lady  Robert  Bertie. 'George  Vaniittart,  Efq. Sir  Grecjory  Page  Turner,  Bart. Duke  or  Marlborough. Ofwald  Mofley,  Efq. Colonel  Hill. Lord  Melbourne. Tames  Town(hend,  Efq. Duke  of  Portland. 
Jofeph  Melli(h,  Elq. Earl  of  Mansfield. Earl  Camden, Major  Marfack. Duice  of  Devonlhire. Lord  Galway. Earl  of  Inchiquin. Earl  of  Coventry. Sir  John  Boyd,  Bart. William  Davenport,  Efq. 
Right  Honourable  Dillon  Lee. William  Whitmore,  Efq. Mifs  Frances  Pelham. Bi(hop  of  Winche(ter. Right  Honourable WiUiamWyndham. Beniamin  Harence,  Efq. Richard  Benyon,  Efq. Edmund  Buike,  Efq. 
Jofcph  Cradock,  Efq. Late  Princefs  Amelia. Mrs.  Garrick. 
Edwin  Lafcelles,  Efq.  ■ William  Clayton,  E(q. Sir  William  Lee,  Bart. Earl  of  bhrev?(bury. Marchionefsof  Rockingham. 
iohn  Mytton,  Efq. .ight  Honourable  William  Pitt. 

SEATS. 
JHorden  Houfe, Hurftbourne  Park, 
Knight's  Hill, Langley  Park, Lcal< Luxboroueh,(TvyoViews)  Eflex, 

COUNTIES. Oxford(hire, Hamplhire, 
Buckmghamfliire, Shropfhire, 

Methley  I 
Mitcham  Grove, 1  Hall, 
Nuneham  Courtnay, Ofterley  Park, Pain's  Hill, 
Park-Farm  Place, 
Profpeft  Place, Richmond  Hill, Rycot, 

Serlby, 

Sharcieloes, 
Sherborne  Caftle, Sion  Houfe, ivberry  Hill, Streatham  Houfe, Stretton, Sydling, 
Thame  Park, Thrale  Place, 
Tong  Caftle,  Shrop(hire, Twickenham  Meadows,  Middlefex, 

Yorkftiire, 
Derbyftire, Oxford(hire, Middlefex, 

KentY' 

Surrey, 

Oxford'fhire, 
Nottinghamfhir! Buckinghaniftiii Oxfordftiire, Middlefex, Middlelex, Surrey, 
Chefhire, 
Dorfetlhire, 
Oxford(hire, 

OWNERS. Mrs.  Harwood. Earl  of  Portfmouth. 
Lord  Thurlow. Duke  of  Marlborough. Edward  Home,  Efq. 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Bart. Earl  of  Mexborough. Henry,  Hoare,  Efq, Samuel  Shore,  Efq. 
Earl  of  Harcourt. Mrs.  Child. 
Benjamin  Bond  Hopkins lEfq, 

Wanftead  Houle, Waterperry  Houle, Welbeck, 
Weft  Clandon  Place, Weft  Retford  Houle, Welt  Wycombe  Park, Wheatley, 
Whitfield, 
Whitton  Place, Wilton  Houfe, Wimbledon, 
Wilbton  Hall, Woodland  Houfe, 
1/ychHFHall, 
Wycombe  Houfe, 

EITex, 

Oxfordftiire, 
Nottinghamlhire, 
Nottingham  (hire, Buckinghamftiire, Yorkftiire, Oxfordftiire, Middlefex, Wiltftiire, 

Nottinghamfliire, 
Kent, 

Yorkftiire, 
Buckinghamftiire, 

M.  I.  Levy,  Efq. 
Sir  Charles  Aigill.Bart. Earl  of  Abingdon. Lord  Galway. 

,  William  Drake,  E^q, Earl  of  Macclesfield. Duke  of  Northumberland. Honourable  Horace  Walpole. Duke  of  Bedford. John  Leech,  Efq. Sir  John  Smith,  Bart. Lord  Wenman. 
Signor  Piozzi. Benjamin  Channock  Payne,  Efq. 
Lady  Diana  Beauclcrk. Sir  Charles  Tilney  Long,  Bart. 
iohn  Barnard  Curzon,  Eli^. >uke  of  Portland. Lord  Onflow. Alexander  Emerfon,  Efq. 
Sir  John  Daftiwood  King,  Bart. Sir  George  Cooke,  Bart. Lord  Charles  Spencer. Sir  William  Chambers. Earl  of  Pembroke. Monfieur  Calonne. Jonathan  Acklom,  Efq. 
John  Julius  Angerftien,  Efq. Marmaduke  Tunftall,  Efq. 
Marquis  of  Lanfdown. 

W  A  L  E.S. 
Sir  Fofter  Cunliffe,  Bart. Parry  Price,  Efq. Richard  Myddelton,  Efq. Philip  Yorke,  Efq. I^nlKenyon, 

Hanmer  Hall, Llanfillio, Trevor  Hall, Wynnftay, 
Flintftiire,  Mrs.  Watfon. Denbighlhire,  Thomas  Jones,  Efq. Denbighftiire,  Trevor  Lloyd,  Efq. 
Denbighftvire,  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wyni 









AMESBURY, 

IN  WILTSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  QJJ  E  E  NS  B  E  R  R  Y. 

AMESBURY,  or  A  MB  RES  BURY,  is  fituatcd  in  a  fine  park,  near  the  town  of  the  fame  name,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  eighty  miles  from  London. 

Amefbury  is  known  to  have  been  a  Roman  ftation;  and  is  fuppofed  to  derive  it's  name  from  Ambrofius,  the  commander of  a  legion,  probably  refident  at  this  place.  Indeed,  the  remains  of  a  fortified  camp,  faid  to  be  Roman,  and  to  have  been  an 
encampment  of  the  Emperor  Vefpafian,  are  ftill  vifible  in  the  park. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  there  was  a  monaftery  of  Carthufian  monks  fituated  on  the  fcite  of  the  pre- 
fent  edifice. 

The  body  of  this  noble  manfion  was  built  by  Inigo  Jones  ;  but  the  wings  were  added  by  the  late  Duke,  who  made  many 
other  additions  and  improvements. 

The  houfe  has  an  elegant  pediment  of  Roman  architecture,  the  tympanum  of  which  contains  the  arms  of  the  family. 
The  apartments,  which  are  numerous  and  fuperb,  are  all  richly  furniflied,  and  many  of  them  fitted  up  in  a  fplendid  modern 

llile,  by  the  late  Duke,  who  was  a  nobleman  of  great  tafte  and  munificence.  They  contain  many  valuable  pidures ;  among 
which  are  feveral  fine  portraits  by  Vandycke,  and  two  admirable  pieces  by  Hans  Holbein. 

Gay,  the  celebrated  poet,  is  reported  to  have  written  moft  of  his  produftions  in  this  houfe,  where  he  fpent  great  part  of 
his  time,  under  the  patronage  of  the  late  Dutchefs,  who  is  known  to  have  highly  refpedted  his  worth  and  ability. 





BAILY  PARK, 

IN  SUSSEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LORD  HEATHFIELD. 

THIS  very  elegant  modern  manfion,  which  was  ere£ted  about  fixty  years  ago,  flands  in  the  beautiflil  park  of  the 
fame  name,  in  a  fituation  almoft  centrical  between  Tunbridge  Wells,  in  Kent;  and  the  towns  of  Battle,  Lewes,  and 
Brighthelmftone,  in  the  county  of  Suflex :  from  each  of  which  places  it  is  only  diftant  from  twelve  to  fourteen  miles. 

While  his  Lordlhip,  then  the  never  to  be  forgotten  General  Sir  George  Auguftus  Eliott,  was  fo  nobly  employed  in 
defending,  during  the  late  war,  the  famous  rock  of  Gibraltar ;  which,  notwithftanding  it's  natural  fterility,  was  ren- 

dered by  his  fkill  fo  abundantly  fertile  in  laurels ;  this  beautiful  feat  was  the  refidence  of  Richard  Fuller,-£fq.  his  Lord- 
ftiip's  fon-in-law,  who  has  been  feveral  years  married  to  Mifs  Eliott. 









BASILDON  PARK, 

IN  BERKSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  FRANCIS  SYKES,  BART. 

THIS  new  and  fuperb  feat  is  fituated  in  a  line  park,  near  the  village  of  Bafildon,  in  the  county  of  Berks  ;  at  the  diftance 
of  about  nine  miles  from  Reading,  and  forty-five  from  London. 

The  eftatc  formerly  belonged  to  Lord  Vane;  but  the  houfe  is  entirely  new-erecled,  by  Carr  of  York,  for  Sir  Francis 
Sykes,  the  prefent  proprietor,  on  the  principle  of  Wentworth  Houfe,  in  Yorkfliirc. 

Though  the  external  building  is  finiflied,  the  internals  are  far  from  being  yet  compleated  ;  but,  from  what  is  already  done, 
and  what  is  now  doing,  Bafildon  may  fafely  be  pronounced  in  a  fair  way  for  becoming  one  of  the  nobleft  feats  in  the 
kingdom. 

The  cieling  of  the  grand  faloon  is  ornamented  with  ftucco,  and  pinked  in  very  beautifully ;  and  the  walls  are  painted  in 
imitation  of  baflb-relievo,  in  a  moll  mafterly  ftyle,  by  Monfieur  De  Bruyn. 

The  grounds  are  laying  out  in  a  ftyle  of  elegance,  fuitable  to  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  the  houfe;  which  commands 
a  fine  view  of  the  beautiful  windings  of  the  Thames,  and  has  many  other  local  advantages. 





pat  (if  MT^  Dupre'' 





BEACONSFIELD  HOUSE, 

IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  MRS.  DUPRE. 

THIS  elegant  houfe  is  fituated  v/ithin  half  a  mile  of  Beaconsfield,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about 
twenty-three  and  a  half  from  London. 

The  fituation  is  beautifully  rural;  but  the  profpefls  from  the  houfc,  though  truly  pidurefque  and  delightful,  are  not  re- 
markably extenfive. 

Tlic  apartments  are  hajidfomely  fitted  up;  but  they  contain  no  objefts  worthy  particular  attention  from  the  lovers  of 
the  arts.  .  ^ 

Beaconsfield  Houfe  was  a  few  years  fince  the  feat  of  Edmund  Bafil,  Efq.  but  it  is  at  prefcnt  occupied  by  Mrs.  Duprc. 









BEAR  PLACE, 

IN  BERKSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  M.  XIMENES,  ESQ^ 

BEAR  PLACE  is  fituated  on  an  eminence,  near  the  road,  about  five  miles  beyond  Maidenhead,  in  BcrJdhire,  and  all 
the  diftance  of  thirty-one  from  London. 

The  houfe,  which  is  a  handfome  modern  edifice,  was  built  about  four  years  fince,  for  Mr.  Ximenes,  the  prcfent  pofleflbr, 
by  Edgley,  of  Hurley.  It  forms  a  ftriking  objecft  from  the  road ;  and  does  the  archite£l  as  much  credit,  from  the  coa> 
veniency  of  it's  internal  arrangement,  as  from  the  beauty  of  it's  external  appearance. 

The  grounds  are  laid  out  with  confiderable  tafte,  and  the  profpe£b  are  both  numerous  and  pleafing. 
It  is  remarkable  that,  in  this  neighbourhood,  there  are  feveral  other  places  with  the  appellation  BeaVy  which  they  are  MA. 

to  have  retained  ever  fince  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror ;  when  a  family  of  that  name,  or  one  of  9  fimilar  founci,  if 
fiippofcd  to  have  been  put  in  poflcffion  of  this  part  of  the  country  for  fomc  diftance  round. 









BELVIDERE  HOUSE, 

IN  KENT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  SAMPSON  GIDEON. 

BELVIDERE  HOUSE  is  charmingly  fituated  on  the  brow  of  a  fine  hill  near  Erith,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  about 
fourteen  miles  diftant  from  the  metropolis,  and  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  River  Thames. 

The  innumerable  (hips  employed  in  the  immenfe  trade  of  London,  feen  continually  failing  up  and  down  the  river,  with 
a  moft  extenfive  view  of  the  fine  country  many  miles  on  the  other  fide  the  Thames;  form,  together,  one  of  the  moft  pleaf- 
in£5  and  interefting  fcenes  imaginable.  The  inland  view,  though  totally  of  a  different  nature,  is  equally  beautiful;  and  the 
grounds  are  moll  enchantingly  laid  out. 

The  original  manfion  being  too  fmall.  Sir  Sampfon  Gideon,  fome  years  fince,  ereded  the  prefent  very  noble  edifice ; 
leaving  only  one  apartment,  a  moft  elegant  drawing-room,  as  built  by  his  father. 

Sir  Sampfon  has  a  fine  colle<aien  of  pictures  by  the  very  firft  mailers,  and  other  works  of  virtu,  well  worth  the  atten- 
tion of  the  curious. 









BERTIE  PLACE, 
IN  KENT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LADY  ROBERT  BERTIE. 

THIS  ancient  feat,  which  is  fituated  near  Chiflehurft,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  tw^ve  miles from  the  metropolis,  was  for  fome  generations  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  family  of  Farrington.  Thomas  Farrington,  Efq.  a 
lieutenant-general  in  the  army,  left  this  feat  to  his  fon,  Thomas  Farrington,  Efq.  who  at  his  death  without  ilTue,  in  January  1758, 
bequeathed  it  by  will  to  his  fifter's  fon,  the  Honourable  Robert  Bertie,  third  fon  of  Robert  Bertie,  firft  Duke  of  Ancafter,  by his  fecond  wife  Albina,  daughter  of  Lieutenant-General  Farrington  above-mentioned. 

Lord  Robert  Bertie  greatly  improved  both  the  houfe  and  adjoining  grounds,  efpecially  by  removing  the  higK  road,  which 
a  few  years  ago  palled  clofe  by  the  houfe,  to  fome  diftance  from  it  on  the  oppofite  fide. 





BISHAM  ABBEYj 

IN  BERKSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  GEORGE  VANSITTART,  E  S 

BISHAM  ABBEY,  otherwife  BUSTLE  SHAM  ABBEY,  fituatcd  about  three  miles  from  Maidenhead,  in  BerkOiire, 
and  twenty-nine  from  London,  was  built  in  the  year  1 338,  and  given  to  Sir  Edward  Hoby  in  thje  reign  of  Edward  VI.  from 
which  period  it  continued  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Hobys  till  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  in  1766,  when  it  palled  to  John  Mill,  Efq, 
a  diftant  relation,  who  then  took  the  name  of  John  Hoby  Mill :  afterwards,  on  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  ihis  gentleman 
jjecame  Sir  John  Mill,  Bart,  and,  dying  without  ifTue,  on  the  5th  of  July  1780,  left  the  Biftiam  eftate  tp  his  widow,  from 
Tvhom  it  was  purchafed  by  George  Vanfittart,  Efq.  the  prefent  pofieflbr,  in  the  year  1781. 

The  church  contains  fome  remarkably  handfome  marble  monuments,  of  which  there  is  a  very  full  and  accurate  zcccunt  iri 
Aflimole's  Antiquities  ofBerkfliire:  and  many  particulars  refpccting  this  venerable  edifice  may  be  fcen  in  Dr.  Thomas 
Tanner's  Notitia  Monaftica,  and  the  Ecclefiaftical  Memorials  under  Edward  VL 

The  drawing-room  in  the  houfe  goes  by  th;  name  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Council  Chamber;  and,  within  half  a  mWe  of 
Pifham,  is  a  fpring  called  Qiieen  Elizabeth's  Spring,  where  there  are  ftill  remaining  the  walls  of  a  bath,  which  her  majefty  is faid  to  have  ufed,  and  clofe  to  which  Mr.  Vanfittart  has  difcovered  the  foundations  of  a  room  fuppofcd  to  have  been  the 
queen's  dreffing^^room.  This  fpring,  vy^hich  comes  from  beneath  a  chalky  hill  called  Bradnum,  is  very  fine  clear  foft  water, ^nd  runs  plentifully  all  the  year. 









BLACKHEATH, 

IN  KENT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  GREGORY  PAGE  TURNER.  - 

THIS  magnificent  edifice  was  erefted  on  the  fouth-eaft  extremity  of  the  heath  from  whence  it  is  named,  about  feven 
miles  diftant  from  London,  by  the  late  Sir  Gregory  Page,  who  died  the  4th  of  Auguft  1775,  and  bequeathed  his  favourite 
refidence,  with  an  immenfe  fortune,  to  his  nephew,  Sir  Gregory  Turner,  now  Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner,  of  Ambrofden,  in 
Oxfordfhire,  on  condition  of  that  gentleman's  taking  and  ufing  the  name  and  arms  of  Page. 

On  the  demife  of  Sir  Gregory  Page,  this  noble  manfion,  confefledly  one  of  the  moft  grand  and  fuperb  feats  in  the  king- 
dom, was  ftrip()ed  of  all  thofe  fplendid  ornaments  for  which  it  had  been  fo  remarkable  during  the  life-time  of  it's  original owner ;  and,  being  at  length  fold  by  publick  audion,  has  been  lately  pulled  down,  and  every  fcrap  of  the  materials  dilpofed 

of  piece-meal.    Si(  tranfit  gloria  mundi ! 





of  B^'e'ih.*-- 1  ill  Ojfo-cJfc:-'>,  1.ie  iJcat  ot  the  liuke  of  MarlbflroT'gh , 





Eaft  lle-w  of  MeiLheim,  ia  Oifordftiiie,  due  Seat  of  AieDieke  of  Marlbori 













BLENHEIM, 
IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  MARLBOROUGH, 

BLENHEIM,  one  of  the  moft  magnificent  piles  of  architecture  in  this  kingdom,  and  perhaps  In  the  whole  world,  is 
fituated  within  half  a  mile  of  the  borough  of  Woodftock;  being  about  eight  miles  from  Oxford,  and  fixty-four  from  Lon- 
cJon.  It  was  built  at  the  public  expence,  in  the  reign  of  C^ieen  Anne;  and  conferred,  with  the  annexed  demefnes,  on  the 
moft  illuftrious  John  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  as  a  teftimony  of  royal  favour,  and  national  gratitude, 
for  his  tranfcendent  fervices,  and  the  many  fignal  victories  he  had  gained  over  the  French  and  Bavarians;  particularly  that 
near  the  village  of  Blenheim,  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  from  which  this  noble  palace  receives  it's  name.  On  the  anni- 
verfary  of  this  victory,  which  was  atchieved  Auguft  2,  1704,  the  inheritors  of  his  Grace's  honoyrs  and  titles,  for  ever,  are  to render  the  fovereign  one  ftandard,  or  colours,  with  three  fleur-de-lis  painted  thereon,  as  an  acquittance  for  all  manner  of 
rents,  fuits,  and  fervices,  due  to  the  crown. 

Sir  John  Vanbrugh  was  the  architect  of  Blenheim;  who,  though  he  has  been  indifcriminately  cenfured  for  a  heavinefs  in 
his  defigns,  muft  at  leaft  ftand  acquitted  in  this  inftance,  when  it  is  confidered  that  ftrength  and  durability  were  objects  to 
be  primarily  regarded  in  a  pile  intended  to  remain  a  lafting  monument  of  Britifti  valour,  and  Britilh  generofity. 

The  park  is  entered  from  Woodftock,  the  ufual  approach,  through  a  Triumphal  Arch,  or  fpacious  Portal,  ere^d  to  the 
memory  of  John  Duke  of  Marlborough,  by  his  coftfort  Sarah.  This  leads  to  the  Eaft  Gate  of  Blenheim  ;  from  whence^ 
proceeding  to  the  area,  through  a  quadrangle  of  offices,  the  North  Front  opens  to  the  view,  This  front,  which  is  three 
hundred  and  forty-eight  feet  from  wing  to  wing,  highly  ornamented,  the  roof  being  concealed  by  a  ftone  baluftrade  and  ftatues, 
forms  the  grand  approach  ;  to  which  the  vifitor  is  conducted  acrofs  3  valley,  through  which  winds  a  beautiful  and  fpacious 
canal,  over  a  moft  magnificent  Bridge,  conftructed  in  the  ftile  of  the  Rialto  at  Venice. 

Beyond  this,  in  a  direct  line,  and  on  a  confiderable  eminence,  ftands  a  ftately  Column,  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  high; 
on  the  top  of  which  is  a  ftatue  of  the  Immortal  John  Churchill,  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  and,  on  the  pedeftal,  has  eminent 
atchievements,  and  the  a£ts  of  the  Britifh  parliament  in  his  favour,  are  fully  infcribed. 

The  South  Front  of  Blenheim,  though  lefs  extenfive,  is  extremely  elegant;  and  commands  a  delightful  view  of  the 
pleafure-grounds  and  plantations,  as  well  as  of  the  neighbouring  village  of  Bladon,  and  the  diftant  hills :  over  it's  entrance, which  is  fupported  by  Corinthian  columns,  ftands  the  huft  of  Louis  XIV,  of  France,  adorned  with  military  emblems,  as 
taken  from  the  gates  of  Tournay, 

Near  the  eaftern  angle,  a  moft  commodious  and  elegant  Obfervatory  has  been  lately  erected,  amply  furnilhed  with  th« 
beft  inftruments  for  aftronomical  purfuits. 

The  apartments  of  Blenheim  are  finifhed  with  princely  magnificence ;  and  the  tapeftry,  paintings,  and  ftatues^  are  ex-» 
tjuifitely  fine. 

The 
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The  HaJl,  which  lies  in  the  centre  of  the  North  or  Grand  Front,  is  entered  through  a  fuperb  portico,  fupportcd  by  mafl^ 
Corinthian  columns,  of  prodigious  elegance  and  uncommon  dimenfions.  The  cieling,  which  is  the  height  of  the  buildingj 
is  painted  by  Sir  James  Thornhill,  and  reprcfents  Viftory  crowning  John  Duke  of  Marlborough,  as  (he  points  to  a  Plan  of 
the  Battle  of  Blenheim.  This  room  contains  a  bull  of  John  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  a  Venus  de  Medicis,  and  Faun,  in 
bronze,  from  the  originals  in  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany's  colledtion}  feveral  marble  Termini  j  and  two  beautiful  ftatueSj one  reprefenting  a  Nymph,  and  the  other  a  Bacchanal. 

Next  to  the  Hal!  is  the  Bow-window  Room ;  the  tajpeftry  of  which  reprefents  the  famous  Battle  of  Blenheim,  and  other 
exploits  of  John  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  the  moft  glowing  colours,  and  the  moft  exaft  proportions.  Among  other  elc^ 
gant  paintings  of  approved  artifts,  this  room  is  adorned  with  a  vtry  capital  original  picture  of  the  Virgin  and  Child,  St. 
John,  and  St.  Nicholas,  by  Raphael* 

Adjoining  to  this  is  the  Duke's  Dreflirig-Room  ;  which,  befides  z  variety  of  other  celebrated  pt-oduftions  of  the  pencil,  con- 
tains a  very  fine  Holy  Family,  by  Rubens  ;  Our  Saviour  in  the  Vit-gin's  Lap,  crowning  two  Female  Martyrs^  by  Titian  j the  Circumciiion,  by  Rembrandt ;  and  an  Academy  Figure,  by  Vandyck. 

The  Eaft  Drawing-Room,  to  which  the  vifitors  of  Blenheim  are  next  conda£led,  is  adorned  with  many  fuperb  paintings  i 
particularly,  a  very  capital  and  ftrikingly  picElurefque  Bacchanalian  piece,  the  Offerings  of  the  Magi,  and  Rubens  with  his 
Wife  and  Child  ;  all  by  tliat  celebrated  mafter .  the  laft  being  a  prefent  from  the  Town  of  BrufTcIs  to  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  Alfo,  a  Man's  Head,  by  Titian ;  a  Holy  Family,  efteenied  the  work  of  Raphael,  given  to  his  Grace^^by  the Town  of  Ghent ;  and  an  enchantingly  beautiful  picture,  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  reprefenting  Lady  Charlotte  Spencer,  in 
the  character  of  a  Gypfcy,  telling  her  brother,  Lord  Henry,  his  fortune:  the  archuefs  of  expreffion  thrown  into  thefc  laft 
delightful  portraits,  by  the  hand  of  Sir  Jofliua,  is  fuperior  to  all  defcription. 

The  Grand  Cabinet  is  enriched  with  fome  of  the  moft  capital  original  paintings  in  any  collecliorf.  Among  thefe  are 
a  Madona  ftanding  on  a  Globe,  furrounded  with  Angels,  by  Carlo  Marratti ;  Chrift  blsfTing  the  Little  Children,  by  Van- 

dyck; Pope  Gregory,  and  a  Female  Martyr,  both  by  Titian;  a  Magdalen,  by  Carlo  Dolci ;  a  Holy  Family,  by  Ludovico 
Caracci ;  Lot's  Departure  out  of  Sodom,  a  prefent  from  the  Town  of  Antwerp ;  the  Flight  into  Egypt ;  the  Roman Charity  j  and  two  portraits,  one  of  Paracelfus,  the  other  of  Rubens  himfelf,  all  by  that  great  mafter. 

The  Blue  Drawing-Room  likewife  contains  feveral  elegant  paintings :  the  principal  of  which  are,  Catharine  de  MediciSj 
by  Rubens ;  Time  clipping  Cupid's  Wings,  by  Vandyck ;  an  Aftronomer  and  his  Family,  by  Dobfon  j  two  Family  Por- traits; and  a  colleiEtion  of  beautiful  Miniatures,  in  a  fmgle  frame. 

The  tapeftry  in  the  adjoining  Winter  Drawing-Room  particularly  attracts  the  notice  of  every  fpeftator  of  tafte.  It  re- 
prefents the  Four  Cardinal  V^irtues,  with  their  proper  emblems;  and  approaches  nearer  to  painting  than  any  thing  of  the 

kind.  Vandyck's  pencil  has  produced  a  fine  portrait  of  Mary  Dutchefs  of  Richmond,  Lord  Stafford  and  his  Secretary,  and two  Favourites  of  Charles  II.  which  are  the  Only  paintings  in  this  room. 
The  Dining-Room  is  remarkable  for  containing  a  very  capital  painting  of  the  prefent  Duke,  Dutchefs,  and  Children,  by 

Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds.    The  figures  are  as  large  as  life ;  and  it  is  faid  to  be  the  largeft  piece  Sir  Jofhua  ever  executed.  In  this room 
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i-oorh  are  likewlfe  elegant  paintings,  by  Rubens,  of  Lot  and  his  Daughters,  and  Venus  and  Adonis,  both  prefents  from  the  Em- 
^ror  of  Germany;  a  Bacchanalian  piece,  by  Vandyck  j  and  a  beautiful  portrait  of  Anne^  Princefs  of  Denmark,  by  Sir  Godfrey JCneller. 

In  the  Saloon,  a  noble  and  highly-finifhed  room,  lined  in  the  lower  part  with  marble,  after  the  Italian  tafte,  are  feveral  lofty 
compartments,  containing  reprefentations  of  the  different  nations  of  the  world  in  their  charafteriftic  drefles  and  expreffions, 
by  La  Guerre,  The  cicling,  executed  by  the  fame  artiit,  defcribes  John  Duke  of  Marlborough  in  the  career  of  vidtory, 
arrefted  by  the  hand  of  Peace,  while  Time  reminds  him  of  the  rapidity  of  his  own  flight. 

Several  of  the  victories  of  John  Duke  of  Marlborough  are  delineated  in  the  tapeftry  of  the  Drawing-Room  to  the  right 
of  the  Saloon;  and  over  the  chimney  there  is  a  curious  clock  fupported  by  an  elephant.  The  principal  paintings  are, 
Meleagcr  and  Atalanta,  by  Rubens ;  the  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds,  by  Lucca  Giordano  ;  and  a  few  pieces  by  Pouflin. 

The  tapeftry  of  the  Middle  Drawing-Room,  to  the  right  of  the  Saloon,  exhibits  other  battles  of  John  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough ;  and  contains,  likewife,  a  capital  painting  on  black  marble,  by  Aleflandro  Veronefe ;  with  a  beautiful  portrait  of 

Lady  Sunderland  ;  and  fome  other  paintings  of  lefs  importance. 
This  room  leads  to  the  State  Bedchamber,  the  chimney-piece  of  which  is  adorned  with  a  buft  of  Diana ;  and  over  it  is  a 

fuperb  painting  by  Lucca  Giordano,  reprefenting  Seneca  bleeding  to  death.  A  portrait  of  Erfward  VI.  by  Holbein;  the 
Burning  of  Troy,  by  Old  Frank;  and  two  pieces  of  Still  Life,  by  Maltefe;  are  the  other  paintings  which  deferve  moft  at- 

tention in  this  apartment. 
From  the  profufion  of  fplendid  objects  in  this  ftately  fuite  of  rooms,  the  eye  is  at  once  charmed  and  relieved,  on  entering  the 

Library.  This  noble  room  is  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  feet  long,  and  thirty-one  feet  nine  inches  wide :  nor  is  it  poffible  to 
Conceive  any  thing  more  elegantly  finifhed  than  the  folid  columns  of  marble  which  fupport  a  rich  entablature,  the  Doric 
pilafters  of  the  £amc,  the  furrounding  bafements  of  black  marble,  and  the  ftuccoed  compartments  of  the  lofty  vaulted  cieling. 

This  fpacious  room  was  originally  intended  as  a  gallery  for  paintings  ;  but  has  fincebeen  furniflied  with  a  noble  coUeflion 
of  books,  comprizing  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  volumes,  in  various  languages,  arts,  and  fciences. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  Library  ftands  a  highly-finifhed  ftatue  of  Queen  Anne,  in  her  coronation  robes,  by  Ryfbrack  ; 
and  at  the  lower  end  is  a  fine  Grecian  buft  of  Alexander  the  Great,  in  good  prefervation,  as  dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  Her- 
culaneum,  and  fupported  by  an  elegant  modern  Therm.  On  one  fide,  above  the  book-cafes,  are  feveral  bufts,  and  a  num- 

ber of  whole-length  family  portraits;  and  on  the  other,  large  bow-windows,  the  frames  of  which  are  exquifitely  finiflied, 
from  whence  there  is  an  Elyfian  profpeft  of  the  beautifully-covered  defcent  to  the  canal,  and  of  the  rifing  groves  on  the 
oppofite  hill. 

From  the  Library,  a  long  Gallery  leads  to  the  Chapel,  in  the  weftern  wing  of  the  palace ;  where  there  is  a  ftately  monu- 
ment, by  Ryft>rack,  to  the  memory  of  John  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  Dutchefs,  reprefented  with  their  two  fon«,  who 

died  young,  as  fupported  by  Fame  and  Hiftory:  beneath,  in  a  baflb-relievo,  is  the  taking  of  IMarflial  Tallard.  ■  The  altar- 
piece,  which  reprefents  Chrlft  taken  down  from  the  Crofs,  is  painted  by  Jordaens  of  Antwerp. 

Having 
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Having  thus  curforily  defcribed  fome  of  the  moft  ftriking  beauties  in  this  magnificent  palace,  it  would  be  unpardonable 
not  to  mention  the  Gardens  and  Park;  which,  whether  we  regard  the  delightfulnefs  of  fituation,  or  the  moft  captivating 
charms  of  Nature  inaproved  by  the  chafteft  defigns  of  Art,  equally  demand  our  attention  and  warmeft  admiration.  The 
Pleafure-grounds,  including  the  Gardens,  occupy  an  extent  of  confiderably  more  than  two  hundred  acres,  and  are  laid  out 
with  aftonifhing  tafle;  principally  under  the  infpedion  of  the  prefent  Duke,  wiiofe  love  of  the  fine  arts,  and  of  rural  and  elegant 
fimplicity,  is  everywhere  confpicuous.  The  Flower  Bafket,  copied  from  thedefign  of  Madame  Pompadour,  as  difplayed  ia 
the  gardens  of  Verfailles,  is  one  of  the  moft  enchanting  aftemblages  of  fweets  any  where  to  be  feen  ;  the  interfering  walks, 
as  well  as  the  temples,  and  other  artificial  objeds,  are  at  once  elegant  and  neat ;  and  the  whole  is  preferved  in  a  ftate  of  the 
utmoft  perfection. 

The  pleafure-grounds  have  lately  received  a  confiderable  improvement  and  enlargement,  by  throwing  a  neat  Chinefe 
bridge  over  the  lake,  near  the  cafcade ;  and  inclofing  and  laying  down,  in  the  moft  elegant  ftile,  a  pretty  large  traft  of  the 
oppofite  hill.  In  this  delightful  fpot  feveral  grottos  are  fo  naturally  introduced,  that  art  fcarcely  appears  ;  and  a  mag- 

nificent Fountain,  from  fome  long-negle£led  pieces  of  fculpture,  a  prefent  to  John  Duke  of  Marlborough,  has  been  recently 
eredted  in  the  vale,  near  the  eaftern  limits  of  the  new  improvements,  with  an  infcription,  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  Italian  and 
Spaniih  languages. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  this  noble  piece  of  fculpture,  a  mineral  fpring,  commonly  called  Newfound  Well,  flows  into  a 
beauri''u!  antione  Bafon,  externally  adorned  with  numerous  figures  in  baflb-relievo ;  and,  being  from  thence  difcharged  by  the mouths  of  two  Lions  near  the  top,  it  immediately  difappears,  and  foon  enters  the  lake. 

The  Canal,  which  covers  the  whole  extent  of  a  fpacious  valley,  bordered  by  an  artificial  declivity,  being  taught  to  wind 
according  to  the  defigns  of  tafte,  to  fall  in  broken  murmurs  over  the  rough  cafcade,  and  again  to  fmoothe  it's  bofom  and move  imperceptibly  along,  is  certainly  one  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  water  in  this  kingdom. 

The  Park,  which  under  the  aufpices  of  the  prefent  Duke  has  received  every  poflible  improvement,  is  one  continued  galaxy 
of  charming  profpecls,  and  agreeably  diverfified  fcenes.  It's  utmoft  circumference  is  fourteen  miles  ;  round  which  are  the moft  enchanting  rides,  fliaded  principally  with  evergreens ;  the  roads  are  laid  out  to  the  greateft  advantage  ;  and  new 
plantations  are  continually  rifing,  wherever  they  can  contribute  to  the  richnefs  or  luxuriance  of  the  view.  Indeed,  the  effeOi 
of  poliftied  tafte,  and  the  fublime  in  defign,  are  no  where  more  perceptible  than  in  the  boundlefs  profpedls  which  continually 
prefent  themfelves,  the  walls  of  the  park  being  in  general  quite  concealed,  and  the  whole  furrcuuding  country,  variegated 
with  hills  and  vales,  fpires,  towers,  and  villas,  appearing  as  one  wide  extended  landfcape. 

In  this  park  originally  ftood  a  magnificent  royal  palace,  the  favourite  retreat  of  feveral  kings  of  England,  at  various  periods, 
till  the  reign  of  Chailes  I.  when  the  fucceeding  interval  of  civil  diflenfion  and  anarchy  laid  it  almoft  wholly  in  ruins.  It 
was  not,  however,  entirely  demolifhed,  till  after  the  building  of  Blenheim;  when  two  fycamore-trees  were  planted  on  it's fite,  which  appear  in  the  annexed  view  of  the  North  Front; 











BOLESWORTH  CASTLE, 

IN  CHESHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  OSWALD  MOSLEY,  ESCL 

BOLESWORTH  CASTLE  is  fituatcd  on  an  elevated  fpot,  in  a  fine  park,  about  ten  miles  from  Chefter,  the 
fame  diftance  from  Whitchurch  in  Shropshire,  and  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  from  London. 

The  famous  ruin  of  Beefton  is  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  j  and  at  the  back  of  the  houfe  is  a  large  and  noble  range 
of  rocks. 

The  fituation  commands,  towards  the  weft,  an  extenfive  view  of  a  very  fertile  plain,  in  which  Chefter  appears  confpicuous, 
with  the  feveral  circumjacent  towns  and  villages.  The  profped  is  bounded,  on  the  left,  by  ihe  Welch  mountains  j  in  tront, 
by  the  Irifh  Channel ;  and,  on  the  right,  by  the  Liverpool  Channel  and  the  Foreft  of  Delamere. 









BONCHURCH^ 

IN    THE    ISLE    OF  WIGHT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  COLONEL  HILL. 

THIS  elegant  little  feat,  or  cottage  ornee,  is  fituated  in  the  moft  beautiful  and  romantick  part  of  the  iflantl,  being  about 
one  hundred  miles  from  London.  It  ftands  near  the  extremity  of  the  fouthern  coaft,  in  the  road  between  Steephill  and 
Shanklin,  and  commands  a  view  over  the  bold  proje£ling  rocks  on  it's  fliores,  into  Sandown  Bay. 

The  clifFs  at  Bonchurch  and  Steephill  rife  boldly  from  the  beach ;  and  the  ride  from  thence  to  Shanklin  exhibrts  a  great 
variety  of  rude  and  pleafing  fcenery. 

Shanklin  Chine,  about  three  miles  from  Bonchurch,  pofTelTes  a  romantick  wildnefs  that  would  have  charmed  a  Pouffin, 
or  Salvator  Rofa;  being  overgrown  with  trees  and  buflies,  through  which  the  rocks  frequently  appear  for  near  half  a 
mile  in  length,  at  the  end  of  which  a  rill  of  water  defcends  from  a  prodigious  height,  and  runs  fparkling  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  glen. 

The  Ille  of  Wight  is  confidered  as  a  part  of  Hampfbire ;  it  is  fertile  beyond  expreffion,  and  abounds  with  the  richeft 
and  moft  delightful  fcenery. 









BROCKET  HALLj 

IN  HERTFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LORD  MELBOURNE, 

BROCKET  HALL,  the  elegant  and  magnificent  feat  of  Lord  Vifcount  Melbourne,  isfituated  in  a  moft  delightful  park, 
between  Hatfield  and  Welwyn,  in  Hertfordfliire,  about  twenty-two  miles  from  London.  The  park  and  ancient  edifice, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Brockets,  came  into  the  family  of  the  prefent  noble  pofleflbr  by  purchafe,  and  to  his  Lord- 
Ihip  in  fucceffion. 

The  manfion  has  been  newly  erected :  being  begun  by  the  late  Lord  Melbourne,  and  finifhed  by  his  prefent  Lordftiip 
about  twelve  years  fince,  who  has  made  prodigious  improvements  in  the  park,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  elegantly  pidurefque 
in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Payne  was  the  architect ;  and  the  beautiful  bridge  over  the  fpaciaus  (beet  of  water  which  enriches  the  enchanting 
fcenery,  is  executed  by  the  fame  ingenious  gentleman.  The  water  and  out-grounds  were  laid  out  and  difpofed  by  Mr^ Wood  of  Eflex. 

The  whole,  both  internally  and  externally,  is  compleated  in  a  ftile  truly  exquifite,  and  highly  to  the  honour  of  his  Lord- 
fliip's  tafte  and  munificence. 

There  are  many  valuable  paintings,  by  the  firft  mafters  :  among  the  reft,  a  wonderful  large  and  fine  pi£tufe  by  Te- 
niers  j  and  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds's  noble  painting  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  a  Horfe,  exhibited  about  three  years  agn,  with 
fo  much  eclat,  at  the  Royal  Academy^  Somerfet  Place. 









B   R   U  C E CAST 

L  E, 

MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT 
OF JAMES  TOWNSEND, 

ESQ^ 

THIS  ancient  edifice,  called  Bruce  Caftle,  is  fituated  near  the  church  at  Tottenham,  commonly  called  Tottenham  High 
Crofs,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  five  miles  from  London.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  built  about 
the  reign  of  Q(_ieen  Elizabeth;  and  came  into  the  family  of  the  Townfends,  by  Mr.  Alderman  Townfend's  intermarriage with  the  daughter  of  Lord  Coleraine. 

James  Townfend,  Efq.  only  fon  of  the  lately  deceafed  Alderman,  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr. 
In  the  front  of  the  houfe  there  is  a  round  tower,  faid  to  have  been  formerly  ufed  as  a  prifon.  It  is  now,  however,  fitted  up 

as  a  dairy;  for  which  purpofe  it  is  peculiarly  calculated,  from  the  remarkable  coolnefs  of  it's  fituation  :  the  well  which  fup- plies  the  boufe  with  water  being  funk  underneath;  and  a  refervoir,  containing  fixty  hogfheads,  erected  on  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing, into  which  the  water  is  thrown  by  means  of  an  engine. 

Mr.  Alderman  Townfend,  the  late  ow?ier,  made  many  improvements  in  the  houfe  and  gardens ;  and,  in  particular,  added 
two  new  wings  to  the  building,  with  fpaciousand  convenient  offices, 









BULSTRODE, 

IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

THIS  very  elegant  feat  is  fituated  in  a  moft  delightful  park,  near  Beaconsfield,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  miles  from  London. 

The  houfe  is  large,  magnificent,  and  commodious ;  and  the  fuites  of  noble  and  fplendid  apartments,  at  prefent  contain 
many  fine  pi£tures,  and  other  works  of  virtu,  though  the  fale  of  the  late  Dutchcfs  Dowager  of  Portland's  curious  and  v?.]u- 
able  mufeum  has  rendered  the  internal  beauty  of  Bulftrode  lefs  attractive  than  it  was  in  her  Grace's  life-time. 

Bulftrode  Park  is  remarkably  extenfive,  yet  it  is  ftill  more  remarkable  for  not  containing  a  fingle  level  acre ;  being  com- 
pofcd  of  perpetual  fwells  and  flopes,  impreved  by  fcattered  plantations,  difpofed  with  fuch  admirable  tafte,  as  to  forni,  on  tlie 
whole,  one  of  the  moft  delightful  parks  in  the  kingdom. 









BUSH    HILL  PARK, 

IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  JOSEPH  MELLISH,  ESQ.. 

THIS  beautiful  villa  is  fituated  in  the  parifli  of  Edmonton,  near  the  town  of  Enfield,  in  Middlefex,  and  about  eight  miles 
diftant  from  London.  The  edifice  is  entirely  of  brick,  and  built  in  the  modern  ftile.  The  park  is  laid  out  with  the  moft 
correal  tafte ;  and  the  luxuriant  foliage  of  it's  trees  affords  the  moft  pleafing  ftudy  to  an  artift.  The  New  River  runs 
through  the  grounds,  and  adds  much  to  the  richnefs  of  the  fcene.  Near  the  houfe  is  an  elegant  clump  of  firs,"  called  the Bishops;  (b  named,  from  the  number  of  trees  which  it  contains. 

This  eftate,  which  was  formerly  in  the  pofleflion  of  Mr.  Gore,  palled  to  Jofeph  Mellifli,  Efq.  the  prefent  pofielTor,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  intermarriage  with  that  gentleman's  daughter. 

Mr.  Mellifli  has  confiderably  increafed  the  extent  of  this  eftate;  and  the  improvements  he  has  made  refleft  the  higheft 
honour  on  his  tafte. 









CAEN  WOOD 

IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  MANSFIELD. 

THIS  magnificent  and  fuperb  villa  is  moft  delightfully  fituated  on  the  rifing  grounds  between  Hampftead  and  High- 
gate,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  four  miles  from  the  metropolis.  It  is  feparated  by  the  road  from  the  wood  whence  it 
receives  it's  name,  and  was  formerly  occupied  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and  afterwards  by  the  Earl  of  Bute ;  from  v/hich  laft owner  it  was  purchafed  by  the  prefent  noble  pofleflbr,  to  whofe  tafte  and  munificence  it  is  highly  indebted,  having  been 
new-fronted,  decorated,  and  confiderably  extended  and  improved,  under  the  aufpices  of  his  Lordftip,  by  the  Mefirs.  Adams, 
The  new  room,  from  a  defign  by  thofe  archite£ts,  is  fo  much  admired  for  the  excellence  of  it's  proportions,  the 
richnefs  and  fplendor  of  it's  ornaments,  and  the  novelty  of  the  entire  plan,  that  it  has  been  prononuced  at  leaft  equal,  if 
not  fuperior,  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  England. 

The  garden  front  commands  a  moft  delightful  profpcdl  overatraft  of  the  richeft  meadow  grounds,  which  fall  in^gentie 
dcfcent  for  near  two  miles  from  the  houfe,  and  are  refrefhed  and  beautified  by  many  fine  pieces  of  water,  filled  from  each 
other  in  the  gradual  fall  of  the  land. 

On  the  right  of  this  front  is  a  hanging  wood  of  lofty  and  fpreading  trees;  and,  on  the  left,  the  rifing  hills  are  planted 
with  clumps,  fo  as  to  produce  a  happy  efFedt  in  lefTening  the  height  of  the  fummits,  which  might  otherwife  appear  to  over- 

look the  houfe  rather  too  much. 

The  gardens  and  grounds  are  admirably  laid  out;  and  the  green-houfe,  which  is  peculiarly  elegant,  contains  a  fine  col- 
Icii^ion  of  the  moft  curious  exoticks. 

The  lodge  at  the  entrance  of  the  pleafure-grounds,  near  the  road  leading  from  Kentifli  Town  to  Highgate,  deferves 
particular  attention :  nothing  can  equal  the  elegant  fimplicity  of  the  enchanting  little  building,  the  flower-garden  which 
fiirrounds  it,  and  the  bafon  of  water  in  it's  front.  The  ruftick  arcade,  cloathed  with  vines,  is  one  of  the  happieft  combi- i^ations  of  art  and  nature  we  ever  remember  to  have  feeii. 









NORTH  FRONT  OF  CAEN  WOOD, 

IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  MANSFIELD. 

THE  defcription  of  this  elegant  feat  has  already  accompanied  tl»e  View  of  the  grand  Garden  Front,  publiflied  in 
Number  IIL  to  which  the  Reader  is  referred. 

This  North  Front  is  the  regular  approach  from  the  road  leading  from  Hampftead  to  Highgate,  and  which  divides  the 
houfe  from  Caen  Wood. 

In  this  charming  villa,  the  Earl  now  enjoys  that  honourable  and  happy  retirement  from  public  bufinefs,  which  hi* 
great  age  rendered  neceffary,  and  to  which  his  fpleiKlid  talents,  and  many  virtues,  have  fo  fairly  entitled  him. 









CAMDEN  PLAGE, 

IN  KENT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  EARL  CAMDEN. 

THIS  feat,  which  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of  Chiflehurft  Common,  and  is  about  twelve  miles  diftant  from  the 
metropolis,  is  made  famous  by  two  of  it's  illuftrious  owners:  the  prefent  Earl,  who  takes  his  title  from  it ;  and  it's  former 
owner,  from  whom  it  derives  it*s  name,  the  great  and  learned  William  Camden,  one  of  the  moft  eminent  writers,  diligent 
antiquaries,  and  impartial  hiftorians,  that  this  or  any  other  country  has  produced. 

This  feat,  after  Camden's  death,  was  moft  probably  fold,  and  paffed  into  the  poffeffion  of  feveral  intermediate  owners. At  length,  it  came  into  the  pofieffion  of  a  Mr.  Wefton,  and  afterwards  of  Henry  Spencer,  Efq.  who  conveyed  it  by  fale  to 
Charles  Pratt,  Efq.  created  Baron  C  imden  of  this  place,  July  i6, 1 765.  His  Lordfhip  was  appointed  Lord  HighChancellor  of 
GreatBntain  the  July  following ;  which  high  office  he  rcfigned  in  the  year  1770,  and  retired  to  this  feat,  where  he  has  fmce 
made  great  additions  and  improvements,  as  well  to  the  houfe  itfelf,  as  to  the  adjacent  grounds.  On  May  13,  17863  his 
Lordfhip  was  created  Earl  Camden  j  and  he  now  refides  at  this  Tavourite  feat. 





Car-ctfliaiLu  Park,  ill  OxfordfliojLr;  rhr  Sral    nf   Major  , 





CAVERSHAM  PARK, 

IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  MAJOR  MARSAC. 

THIS  elegant  edifice  was  erecEled  by  the  father  of  the  late  Lord  Cadogan,  in  the  year  1 7  2  3,  on  a  fpot  which  had  no  other 
recommendation  than  that  of  being  capable  of  improvement,  at  an  expence  which  might  have  deterred  from  the  attempt  a 
(pirit  of  lefs  liberality  and  perfeverance.  With  indefatigable  labour,  and  at  a  prodigious  coft,  it  was,  however,  rendered  one 
of  the  moft  fplendid  feats  this  country  can  boaft. 

Caverfliam  Park  is  fituated  near  the  Thames,  oppofite  Reading,  in  Berkfhire,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty  miles 
from  London.  The  houfe,  which  ftands  on  a  very  elevated  fpot,  but  with  fo  eafy  an  afcent  that  the  rife  is  fcarcely  perceptible, 
commands  a  number  of  the  moft  delightful  profpefts:  that  from  the  grand  terrace,  towards  the  River  Thames  and  town  of 
Reading,  is  emiaenriy  beautiful.  This  noble  terrace,  which  is  twelve  hundred  feet  long,  has  adefcent  of  fifty  perpendicular 
feet  to  the  parterre,  by  two  double  flights  of  Portland  ftone  fteps. 

The  parterre  is  profufely  decorated  with  fountains,  vafes,  and  cafts  from  the  beft  antique  ftatues,  with  fome  few  originals: 
among  thefe  laft  are  four  figures  in  ftatuary  marble,  finely  executed,  reprefenting  King  William,  George  the  Firft,  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  and  Prince  Eugene.  On  the  fides  of  the  parterre  are  two  grand  canals  >  each  nine  hundred  feet  long,  with 
a  Doric  portico  at  tlie  extremities. 

From  the  iron  gates  to  die  park  pales  there  are  foUr  beautiful  lawns,  divided  by  walks  two  thoufand  two  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  planted  on  each  fide  with  lofty  trees.  The  park  is  well  wooded,  watered,  and  ftocked  with  deer ;  and  there  is  an 
^cdlent  pheaiantry  and  menagerie  in  the  grounds,  which  have  been  charmingly  laid  out. 

The  gardens  were  formed  by  Mr.  Acres ;  and  will,  as  long  as  they  remain  in  the  fituation  he  left  them,  furnifh  a  fine  proof 
of  that  gentleman's  wonderful  abilities. 

The  fiimiture,  and  other  internal  decorations,  correfpond  with  the  external  beauty  of  this  fplendid  and  magnificent  feat. 
Caverfliam  Park  has  lately  been  purchafed  by  Major  Marfac,  the  prefent  pofle/Tor,  who  is  making  confiderable  alterations. 









CHISWICK  HOUSE, 
IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  DEVONSHIRE. 

CHISWICK,  where  this  elegant  feat  is  fituated,  and  whence  it  derives  it's  name,  is  a  pleafant  little  village  on  the  banks of  the  Thames,  about  fix  miles  fouth-weft  from  London.  On  the  fcite  of  the  prefent  building  there  formerly  flood  a  plain, 
commodious  houfe,  belonging  to  the  late  Earl  of  Burlington ;  but  part  of  the  old  building  being  fome  years  fince  deltroyed 
by  fire,  his  Lordfhip  was  himfelf  the  architedt  of  this  beautiful  villa,  the  grandeur  and  elegance  of  which  is  not  furpafled  by 
any  in  the  kingdom :  and  though  it  has  been  objcdled  that  the  edifice  is  too  fmall  for  fo  capital  and  fuperb  a  defign,  (being 
only  feventy  feet  fquare,  cxclufivc  of  the  portico;)  it  has,  notwithftanding,  from  the  accuracy  of  it's  proportions,  and  the 
richnefs  of  it's  ornaments,  a  moft  auguft  and  magnificent  appearance,  and  difplays  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  refined  tafte  and great  abilities  of  the  illuftrious  builder. 

On  each  fide  of  the  court  before  the  houfe  are  yew  hedges  in  pannels,  with  termini  at  proper  diftances  ;  and,  in  the  fronts 
of  thefe  hedges,  there  are  two  rows  of  cedars  of  Libanus,  which  produce  a  fine  efFedt ;  the  deep  gloom  of  thofe  folemn  ever- 

greens finely  contrafting  the  wbitenefs  of  the  elegant  building  which  appears  between  them. 
The  afccnt  to  the  houfe  is  by  a  noble  flight  of  fteps ;  on  one  fide  of  which  is  the  ftatue  of  Palladio,  and  on  the  oth^r  that  of 

Inigo  Jones.  The  portico  is  fupported  by  fix  fluted  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  with  an  elegant  pediment;  and  the 
Qornice,  frieze,  and  architrave,  arc  remarkably  rich. 

The  odagonal  faloon,  with  a  dome  through  which  it  is  enlightened,  is  alfo  extremely  fine :  and  the  infide  of  the  whole 
ftrufture  is  finiflied  with  prodigious  elegance;  the  ciclings  being  richly  gilt  and  painted,  and  the  rooms  adorned  with  fome 
of  the  beft  pidtures  in  Europe. 

The  gardens  are  laid  out  with  incomparable  tafte,  and  ornamented  by  a  variety  of  temples,  obelifks,  ftatues,  and  urns.  A 
verdant  lawn,  planted  with  clumps  of  cyprefles  and  firs,  in  rows,  between  which  are  large  ftone  vafes,  leads  from  the  back 
or  garden  front ;  at  the  extremities  of  the  lawn,  are  lions  and  other  beafts,  on  pedeftals,  by  the  celebrated  Scheemaker;  and 
the  view  terminates  by  three  fine  antique  ftatues,  dug  up  in  Adrian's  garden  at  Rome,  with  ftone  feats  between  them,  re- lieved behind  by  a  clofe  plantation  of  evergreens. 

To  the  left  from  the  houfe,  an  open  grove  of  foreft  trees  afFords  a  delightful  view  of  the  orangery ;  and,  on  the  right,  an  eafy 
flope,  covered  with  evergreens,  leads  down  to  the  ferpentine  river,  from  whence  there  is  a  pifturefque  view  of  the  grotto,  caf- 
cade,  and  elegant  ftone  bridge.  With  the  earth  dug  from  the  bed  of  this  river,  the  Earl  of  Burlington  raifed  a  terrace,  which 
commands  a  fine  view  of  the  Thames  and  adjacent  country. 

After  his  Lordfhip's  deceafe,  this  elegant  villa  was  purchafed  by  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  the  prefent  noble  pofleflbr. 









CLAREMONT, 

IN  SURREY. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LORD  GALWAY. 

CLAREMONT  derives  it's  name  from  the  adjacent  mount,  on  which  Hands  a  very  beautiful  fummer-houfe,  with  a 
fmall  pinnacle  at  each  of  the  four  corners.  It  is  fituated  near  Eftier,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fixteen 
miles  ffom  London. 

The  original  ftruclure  was  built  by  the  celebrated  Sir  John  Vanbrugh,  for  his  own  ufe,  in  a  whimfical  ftile  of  architecture, 
but  by  no  means  deficient  either  in  grandeur  or  regularity  of  appearance. 

It  was  afterwards  purchafed  of  Sir  John  by  his  Grace  the  then  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  who  added  a  large  room  at  one  end, 
and  thus  deftroyed  the  uniformity  of  the  building. 

The  late  Lord  Clive,  however,  having  purchafed  Claremont,  pulled  down  the  entire  fabrick,  and  ere£led  the  prefent  moft 
fuperb  and  elegant  villa  in  a  much  better  fituation:  making,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  a  variety  of  improvements,  and  beautiful 
elections,  in  the  furrounding  grounds,  as  to  render  it  one  of  the  moft  fplendid  feats  in  the  kingdom. 

The  park  is  eminently  diftinguilhed  by  it's  fine  woods,  lawns,  mounts,  and  unconfined  views  of  the  furrounding  country. 
The  fummer-houfe,  called  the  Belvidere,  in  particular,  fituated  about  a  mile  diftant  from  the  houfe,  on  that  fide  of  the  park 
next  Efher,  affords  a  moft  delightful  and  extenfive  profpe£t. 

Claremont  has  but  very  lately  been  purchafed  by  Lord  Galway,  on  that  nobleman's  difpofing  of  his  feat  near  Allerton  in Yorkfliire. 









CLIEFDEN  HOUSE, 

IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  LATE  EARL  OF  INCHIQUIN. 

CLIEFDEN  HOUSE  is  Ctuated  on  a  moft  delightful  eminence,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  at  the  village  of 
Taplow,  near  Maidenhead  Bridge  in  Berkfliire,  and  about  twenty-fix  miles  diftant  from  the  metropolis. 

This  magnificent  edifice  was  eredted  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second  ;  and  came  to 
the  Earl  of  Orkney,  who  greatly  improved  it,  by  his  intermarriage  with  the  heirefs  of  that  family. 

The  tapeftry  hangings  in  the  grand  chamber,  rcprefent  the  battles  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  which  Lord 
Orkney  himfelf  had  no  inconfiderable  fcare. 

I  he  noble  terrace  in  front  of  the  houfe,  and  the  fine  walks  all  round,  command  the  moft  delightful  views  of  the 
adjacent  country,  including  Windfor  Caftle,  and  the  moft  extenfivc  and  enchanting  profpe£is  up  and  dovm  the  river. 

This  fplendid  feat  was  formerly  the  fummer  rcfidence  of  the  late  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  father  of  his  prefent 
Aiajefty. 

In  the  gardens  of  Cliefden,  the  Mafque  of  Alfred,  written  by  Thomfon  and  TVlallet,  and  fet  to  mufic  by  Dr.  Arne,  was 
originally  performed,  on  the  firft  of  Auguft  1740,  in  commemoration  of  the  acceffion  of  George  the  Firft,  and  in  honour 
of  the  birth-day  of  the  Princcfs  of  Brunfwick  ;  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales,  with  their  entire  court,  and  innumerable 
noble  vifitors,  being  prefent  at  the  performance,  which  was  followed  by  the  Judgment  of  Paris,  and  feveral  fcenes  from 
Rich's  pantomimes. 

On  the  top  of  a  hill,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  ftands  the  manor-houfe  of  Taplow,  another  feat  of  the  late  Earl  of  Inchiquin, 
inhabited  by  that  nobleman,  while  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  refided  at  Cliefden  Houfe. 

What  a  pirv  that  the  noble  manfion  of  Cfiefden,  once  the  theme  of  poets,  and  the  rcfidence  of  prince*,  fnould  at  pre  lent 
be  uiiinhabitcti  i — Hie  tranfit  gloria  mundi  ! 









CROME  COURT, 

IN  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  COVENTRY. 

CROME  COURT,  the  magnificent  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Coventry,  is  fituated  in  a  fine  paric,  near  Severnftoke  in 
Worcefterftiire,  at  the  diftance  of  (even  miles  from  the  city  of  VVorcefter,  and  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  from 
London. 

The  houfe  is  wholly  built  with  ftone,  and  has  a  handfome  portico  of  the  lonick  order  in  the  fouth  front. 
The  celebrated  Mr.  Launcelot  Brown  was  the  architect  of  this  diftinguifhed  edifice ;  which  is  univerfally  admired  for  it's 

grand  vet  fimple  defign,  and  the  fymmetry,  convenience,  and  elegance,  of  the  various  apartments. 
The  rooms  are  fitted  up  and  decorated  in  a  ftile  of  fuitable  fplendor,  and  contain  feme  excellent  paintings,  and  other 

works  of  virtu. 
The  houfe  is  nearly  furrounded  by  a  beautiful  canal,  which  has  been  formed  at  a  prodigious  expence. 









DANSON  HILL, 
IN  KENT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  JOHN  BOYD,  BART. 

THIS  elegant  modern  edifice,  which  is  fituated  in  the  parifli  of  Bexley,  and  county  of  Kent,  prefents  itfelf  to  the  view 
of  every  traveller  between  the  ten  and  eleven  mile-ftones  on  the  Dover  Road. 

The  building  is  uniform,  having  two  handfome  wings,  and  contains  feveral  capital  apartments. 
The  grounds  are  well  laid  out,  and  the  fcenery  is  enriched  by  a  fine  fheet  of  watery  which,  with  the  adjoining  woods  ̂ 

and  plantations,  produces  an  agreeable  efFeit,  ^ 









DAVENPORT  HOUSE, 

IN  SHROPSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF   WILLIAM  YELVERTON  DAVENPORT,  ESC^ 

THIS  houfe  ftands  on  a  pleafing  elevation,  within  four  miles  of  Bridgnorth,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  and  twenty-four 
of  Shrewfbury  ;  being  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  miles  from  London.  The  edifice,  which  is  remarkably  grand  and 
beautiful,  was  built,  in  the  year  1727,  by  that  eminent  architeft,  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Smith,  of  Warwick,  for  Henry 
Davenport,  Efq.  grandfather  of  William  Yelverton  Davenport,  Efq.  the  prefent  poflcflbr.  The  rooms  arc  fitted  up  and 
fui  niflied  with  great  elegance  and  fplendor ;  and  fome  are  even  floored  with  the  richeft  mahogany. 

The  fituation  is  peculiarly  healthy  and  plcafant ;  furrounded  with  extenfive  woods,  and  richly  verdant  meads,  laid  out 
■with  prodigious  tafle  by  the  late  Sherrington  Davenport,  Efq.  the  prefent  pofleflbr's  father.  Through  the  vale,  at  Ibmc 
diftance,  winds  the  delightful  little  ftream  of  the  WorfF,  agreeably  varying  it's  courfe  to  almoft  every  direction,  till  it  falls  into the  Severn, near  Bridgnorth. 

In  the  valley  on  the  banks  of  the  WorfF,  a  fmall  building  has  been  ere£led,  for  a  well-contrived  engine,  which  fupplies 
Davenport  Houfe  with  water. 

The  highly  pifturefque  fcenery  of  this  charming  fituation,  is  not  a  little  aided  by  the  appearance  of  a  lofty  fpire  which 
overlooks  the  adjacent  woods,  and  belongs  to  that  venerable  Gothick  pile,  the  pariQi-church  of  die  village  of  Worfficld, 
fituated  about  half  a  mile  diftant  from  Da\  enport  Houfe. 









D  I  T  C  H  L  E 

IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  MR.  DILLON  LEE. 

DITCHLEY  is  a  large  beautiful  modern  fabrick,  fituated  about  twelve  miles  to  the  north  of  Oxford;  and  commands 
a  grand  and  extenfive  view  of  the  fuiroanding  country,  with  a  number  of  magnificent  objeds,  among  which  are  Ox- 

ford, Blenheim,  and  Heythrop. 
It  was  built  by  Smith,  in  one  year,  at  the  expence  of  £-23iOOO. 
Over  the  front  are  two  fuperb  ftatues  of  Loyalty  and  Fame,  with  their  emblems.  The  offices,  which  form  two  ele- 

gant wings,  are  united  to  the  principal  ftrufture  by  circular  colonades. 
The  apartments  are  fitted  up  in  a  ftile  of  peculiar  elegance  j  and  adorned  with  many  maftcrly  paintings  by  Rubens, 

Vandyke,  Sir  Peter  Lely,  Johnfon,  and  Wotton. 
In  the  hall  is  a  curious  model  of  the  Radclivian  Library  at  Oxford;  nor  are  the  decorations  of  this  (lately  apartment  in- 

ferior to  many  in  the  kingdom.  The  cicling,  which  reprefents  an  aflembly  of  the  gods,  is  by  Kent,  and  deferves  parti- 
cular notice. 

Almoft  every  room  pofTcires  it's  peculiar  beauties;  confiding  either  of  internal  ornaments,  or  external  profpe£ls.  The 
velvet  bed-chamber  is  unrivalled,  as  far  as  we  know,  in  this  country.  The  rich  Genoa  manufaflure,  with  which  the  rocni 
is  hung,  was  a  prefent  from  Admiral  Lee,  to  his  brother  the  Earl  of  Litchfield;  and  we  are  told  that  the  loom  in  which  it 
was  wove,  was  immediately  afterwards  deftroycd,  that  no  other  perfon  might  become  poflefled  of  a  fimilar  pattern. 

The  gardens  contain  little  that  claims  our  attention,  nor  is  the  loftinefs  of  the  fituation  calculated  for  a  grand  difplay  of 
water ;  but  the  park  and  plantations  are  uncommonly  beautiful,  as  well  as  extenfive. 

It  may  be  necefiary  to  obferve,  that  Ditchlcy  was  originally  the  refidence  of  the  Earls  of  Litchfield:  but  the  title  becom- 
ing extinct,  the  premifies  and  family  eftates  devolved  on  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Dillon  Lee,  the  prefent  pofleflbr;  that 

gentleman  being  heir  at  law,  in  right  of  his  mother,  the  reprcfentative  of  the  Lee  family,  and  who  was  married  to  the  nominal 
Lord  Dillon,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 









DUDMASTON, 

IN  SHROPSHIRE, 

THE  SEAT  OF   WILLIAM  WHITMORE,  ESQ^ 

THIS  handfome  family  manfion  is  (Itu^ted  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Severn,  three  miles  fouth  of  Bridgnorth,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  north-weft  of  London. 

The  houfe,  which  was  built  about  a  hundred  years  ago,  is  a  large  plain  building :  it  ft'ands  on  a  rifing  ground, commanding  a  view  of  a  fine  pool,  and  the  upper  town  of  Bridgnorth,  with  the  ruins  of  the  leaning  Tower  on  thq 
Caftle  Hill. 

There  is  a  pretty  dingle  adjoining ;  at  the  bottom  of  which  runs  a  fmall  brook  over  rocky  ground,  forming  the 
moft  pleafmg  natural  cafcades.  Several  walks  are  cut  through  the  dingle,  which  terminate  in  a  fine  profpeft  of  the 
River  Severn,  and  the  adjacent  country. 









ESHER  PLACE, 
IN  SURREY. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  HONOURABLE  MISS  FRANCES  PELHAM. 

ESHER  PLACE  is  fituated  on  the  Portfmouth  road,  about  fixteen  miles  from  London.  It  is  built  in  the  Gothick 
llyle ;  and  was  the  property  of  Mifs  Pclham's  father,  the  late  Right  Honourable  Henry  Pelham. 

The  two  turrets  of  the  houfe  were  originally  built  by  the  celebrated  Cardinal  Wolfey,  favourite  of  Henry  VIIL  and 
Eftier  is  the  place  to  which  that  prelate  retired,  when  the  King  took  upon  him  the  great  feals,  and  banifhed  him  his  court. 
In  one  of  thefe  turrets  is  a  very  curious  brick  winding  ftair-cafe,  which  has  been  the  admiration  of  many  eminent  architefts. 
The  other  parts  of  the  building,  finifhed  in  the  ftyleof  the  original,  are  after  the  defign  of  Mr.  Kent.  The  two  Gothick 
domes  on  the  turrets,  as  originally  dcfigned  by  that  gentleman,  were  taken  down  about  the  year  1776. 

The  houfe  is  fituated  low  in  the  vale,  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Mole,  which  is  approached  by  a  circular  fweep  through 
a  declining  lawn.    The  river  winds  pleafantly  through  the  ground,  and  is  a  mofl:  beautiful  piece  of  water. 

On  the  left,  entering  the  park,  at  fome  diftance,  the  ground  takes  a  ferpentlne  form ;  and,  the  heights  being  planted 
with  clumps  of  fir  and  other  trees,  have  a  rich  and  bold  efFeft :  on  a  farther  advance  to  the  right,  the  eye  is  attracted  by 
a  fine  open  country. 

The  obje£ls  that  next  prefent  themfelves  are  the  fubjeft  of  the  annexed  print.  The  diftance  is  St.  Anne's  Hill. 
The  Summer-houfc  is  an  elegant  building  fituated  on  the  moft  elevated  fpot  in  the  park;  and  commands  a  variety  of 

rich  and  pleafant  profpects.  Among  the  nearer  views,  are  Richmond  Hill,  Hampton  Court,  Harrow  on  the  Hill, 
Windfor  Caftle,  the  windings  of  the  Thames,  &c.  And,  on  the  other  fide,  Claremont,  and  other  noblemen's  feats,  with which  the  county  of  Surrey  abounds. 

There  are  feveral  other  buildings—  "  In  Eftier's  peaceful  grove, 
"  Where  Kent  and  Nature  vie  for  Pelham's  love:" 

One  of  thefe,  called  The  Bower,  is  over-hung  with  ivy,  the  mafly  foliage  of  which  is  at  once  beautiful  and  pifturefque. 
Almoft  every  ftep  prefents  an  object  new  and  pleafing  ;  and,  to  enrich  the  fcene,  the  river  frequently  prefents  itfelf  through 
the  trees,  or  in  full  profpedl  from  an  open  fpace,  which  is  again  obfcured  by  the  intervention  of  fome  objcit,  perhaps  not 
lefs  pleafing. 

fiftier's  groves  are  immortalized  in  the  fine  defcriptive  poetry  of  the  celebrated  Author  of  the  Seafons ;  and  the  unafTum- 
ing  Mufe  of  Dodfley  has  alfo,  with  modeft  efFed,  feated  the  "  Genius  of  Gardens"— 

"  In  the  lovely  vale 
"OfEflier!  where  the  Mole  glides,  lingering;  loth 
"  To  leave  fuch  fcenes  of  fweet  fimplicity." 









FARNHAM  CASTLE, 

IN  SURREY. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  BISHOP  OF  WIxNCHESTER. 

THIS  ancient  edifice  is  fituated  thirty -nine  miles  from  London,  at  the  extremity  of  a  fine  park,  and  on  a  hill  which 
overloolcs  the  town  of  Farnham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey. 

Farnham  Caftle  was  built  about  the  year  1150,  by  Henty  de  Blols,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter ;  who  was  brother  to  King 
Stephen,  and  died  in  1 171.  In  June  1216,  Lewis,  the  Dauphin  of  France,  poflefled  himfelf  of  this  caftle :  but  it  was  foon 
after  recovered  by  our  Henry  the  Third  ;  and,  in  the  civil  diiTenfions  of  his  reign,  levelled  with  the  ground.  It  was,  how- 

ever, rebuilt  by  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter ;  and,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  being  garrifoned  by  Sir  John  Denham 
for  the  king,  on  his  retiring  to  his  fovereign  at  Oxford,  it  was  blown  up  by  Waller,  the  general  of  the  parliamentary  army, 
on  the  29th  of  December  1642  ;  and,  as  if  this  were  not  fufficient,  on  the  4th  of  July  1648,  the  houfe  of  commons  ordered 
an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  it's  then  ftate,  and  gave  fpecial  direftions  that  it  might  be  rendered  untenable. 

Dr.  George  Morley,  Bifliop  of  Worcefter,  being  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  Winchefter,  at  the  Reftoration,  expended  8ood. 
in  repairing,  or  rather  rebuilding,  this  caftle,  which  has  defcended  to  the  prefent  poffefibr  as  an  appendage  of  his  bifhoprick. 









FELBRIG  HALL, 

IN  NORFOLK. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  WYNDHA  M. 

THIS  noble  feat  of  the  Right  Honourable  William  Wyndham,  member  of  parliament  for  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  one  of 
his  Majefty's  moft  honourable  Privy  Council  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  is  fituated  about  two  miles  fouth  of  Cromer,  and  ten 
miles  north  of  Aylfham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk;  being  diftanj  from  the  metropolis  about  one  hundred  *nd  thirty  miles. 

The  houfc,  which  has  been  in  polTe/Iion  of  the  Wyndjiam  family  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  is  a  very  an- 
cient pile  of  brick  and  ftone;  and,  though  it  has  at  various  times  been  repaired  and  altered,  the  feveral  pofTeflbrs  have  judi-. 

cioufly  prefervcd  the  original  ftile  of  architedluic  in  tho  fouth  front,  and  covered  the  whole  with  ftucco,  fo  as  to  appear  like 
ftoiic.  The  building  is  very  beautifully  relieved  by  the  venerable  wood  which  covers  the  rifing  ground  to  the  north  j  and 
2  (Jiflant  view  of  the  ancient  front  is  giycn  in  the  annexed  pUte. 

The  library,  which  contains  a  large  and  \yell-chofen  coHe£ljon  of  books,  as  well  as  the  hall  and  fonic  other  apartments  in 
front,  is  fitted  up  ip  a  fimple,  but  elegant  manner,  conformable  to  the  antiquity  of  the  front :  but,  at  right  angle*  from  thence, 
there  is  a  fuite  of  apartments,  confiftiiig  of  faloon,  dinintr,  and  drawing  rooms,  finilhcd  in  a  more  modern  ftile  of  architeiSture, 
aiKl  containing  fome  very  valuable  pictures;  particularly,  a  Head  by  Rembrandt  in  his  moft  ftriking  manner,  a  fmall  Pidture 
by  Rutcns,  and  feveral  by  Vandyke  and  other  great  matters,  with  an  admirable  colledion  of  Sea-pieces  by  Vandervelt. 

Thefe  apartments,  with  bed-rooms  over  them,  form  an  elegant  front  of  red  brick  to  the  weft :  but,  from  certain  plan- 
tations to  the  fouth- weft,  the  two  different  fronts  cannot  be  feen  at  the  fame  time  in  any  point  of  view.  To  the  eaft  of  the 

houfc  arc  the  olSc?s,  which  form  a  quadrangle,  built  under  the  diredtion  of  Mr,  Payne;  and  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north caft  is  the  parfonage. 

The  lawn  of  Fclbrig  Park  is  more  varied  by  inequality  than  that  of  moft  feats  in  the  county  of  Norfolk;  and,  though  the 
water  is  not  fo  confidcrable  as  ii  might  be  made,  fron)  the  fpot  where  this  view  was  taken,  viz.  the  new  plantation  on  Ayl- 
mcrton  Common,  it  has  a  very  phaftng  appearance. 

But  the  great  beauty  of  Felbrig  Park  confifts  in  the  extent  and  magnificence  of  it's  woods  chiefly  oak  and  beech  of  very 
huge  cimenfions.  To  thefe  are  yearly  adding  new  plantation?,  under  the  diredion  of  Mr.  Kent,  author  of  "  Hints  to  Gen- 
*'  t'cmen  of  Landed  Propert\  ;"  who  has  alfo  very  highly  improved  the  value,  as  well  as  the  appearance,  of  the  neighbouring walk  l.n)dr,  by  judicious  inclofur?  and  cultivution, 





:,uts  Crav  Elace,    m  Kentj  tii?  Seat  of  BenjVHarejncp^  Kftj. 





FOO CRAY  PLACE, 

In  KENT. 

THE SEAT  OF  BENJAMIN  HARENCE, 

ESCL 

'THIS  beautiful  Italian  villa,  called  Foot's  Cray  Place,  and  which  is  fituated  about  four  miles  from  Eltham,  in  Kent,  and 
twelve  from  London,  is  the  feat  of  Benjamin  Harence,  Efq.  It  was  built  by  Bouchier  Cleve,  Efq.  after  a  defign  of  Palladio, 
of  the  Ionic  order,  and  is  peculiarly  elegant.  The  original  defign  had  four  porticoes,  thiee  of  which  are  filled  up  to  gain 
more  room.  The  hall  is  odagonal,  and  has  a  gallery,  ornamented  with  bufts,  leading  to  the  bed-chambers.  It  is  enlightened 
from  the  top,  and  is  very  beautiful.  The  edifice  is  built  of  ftone;  but  the  offices,  which  are  on  each  fide  at  fome  diftance, 
are  of  brick.  The  houfe  ftands  on  a  rifing  ground,  having  a  gradual  defcent  to  the  water,  which  appears  to  be 
a  fmall  river  gliding  along  through  the  whole  length  of  ground;  and  in  that  part  of  the  water  oppofite  the  houfe,  is  a  fine 
cafcade  conftantly  flowing.  This  piece  of  water,  however,  which  feems  fuch  a  fine  natural  ftream,  is  in  reality  artificial ; 
being  brought  from  the  River  Cray,  which  runs  juft  by.  When  the  canal,  or  cut,  which  is  made  through  the  ground  to 
receive  the  water  from  the  river,  is  full,  it  forms  the  cafcade  before  the  houfe,  by  flowing  over  in  that  place ;  and  the  furplus 
being  inflantly  buried  in  the  ground,  is  again  conveyed  away  under  this  cut  or  canal  to  the  main  ftream. 

The  chief  beauty  of  the  ground  about  the  houfe  confifts  in  it's  fimplicity;  it  being  entirely  without  ornament,  and  the whole  of  it  a  kind  of  lawn,  with  little  more  than  the  plain  turf.  The  fituation  is  pleafant,  and  the  profpedt  from  the  houfe 
agreeable. 

The  difpofition  of  the  rooms  within  the  houfe  appears  to  be  very  convenient,  and  the  feveral  apartments  are  elegantly 
finifhed,  and  well  furnifhed.  The  gallery,  which  extends  the  whole  length  of  the  north  front  of  the  houfe,  is  a  very  grand 
room,  and  was  formerly  decorated  with  a  good  colledlion  of  pictures  by  the  moft  eminent  matters. 

Mr.  Cleve  did  not  long  furvive  the  building  of  his  houfe.  It  came  afterwards  into  the  pofleflion  of  Sir  George  Yonge,  who 
married  his  daughter,  and  from  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  prefent  refpeftable  poflefl~or. 





Ciflea  Halll,  iu   K£stx,  the    .^.-ar    of   Rirhar-i  Bei 





GIDEA  HALL, 

IN    ESSEX.  . 

THE  SEAT  OF  RICHARD  BENYON,  ESQ^ 

THIS  elegant  manfion  is  fituated  near  the  town  of  Rumford,  about  thirteen  miles  from  London.  The  houfe,  which  is 
a  fquare  building  of  brick  and  ftone,  has  long  been  a  well-known  objedl  from  the  turnpike-road ;  from  whence,  however, 
fome  judicious  plantations  now  begin  to  conceal  it. 

The  apartments,  which  are  numerous  and  convenient,  are  fitted  up  with  much  elegance,  particularly  the  library,  and 
the  principal  drawing-room;  both  which  arc  of  oval  forms,  and  furniftied  in  a  ftile  refleding  great  honour  on  the  tafte  and 
judgment  that  direfled  them. 

The  grounds  and  gardens  have  been  lately  much  improved  by  extenfive  plantations,  as  well  as  by  a  fine  piece  of  water  which 
the  great  road  crolTes  over  an  elegant  bridge  of  three  elliptic  arches  defigned  by  Mr.  Wyatt ;  from  whofe  plan  has  alfo  been 
erected  a  Grecian  temple  for  a  cold-bath,  which  ftrikes  every  judicious  obferver  with  a  pleafing  fenfe  of  corredl:  and  elegant 
fimplicity. 
We  lament  that  no  point  of  view  could  be  found,  in  which  either  this  temple,  or  the  water,  might  be  introduced,  without 

too  greatly  lofing  fight  of  the  houfe  itfelf. 
The  drawing  is  taken  near  the  funk  fence  to  the  eaft  of  the  houfe ;  and  for  this  we  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Repton,  who  rcfides 

in  that  neighbourhood. 









GREGORY'S, 
IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  EDMUND  BURKE,  ESQ^ 

THIS  feat,  which  ftands  near  Beaconsfield,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  about  twenty-four  miles  diftant  from  London,  is 
lefs  remarkable  for  fplendor  or  magnificence,  than  for  it's  rural  and  retired  fituation,  in  a  delightful  country,  where  pro- fpeds  are  frequently,  but  not  difagreeably  cut  off,  by  a  profufion  of  fmall  beautiful  inclofuies,  a  continual  interchange  of 
hills  and  vallies,  and  the  multiplicity  of  beech  coppices  and  woods. 

The  houfe  is  built  after  the  fame  plan  as  Buckingham  Houfe,  but  on  a  much  fmaller  fcale ;  and  the  principal  front  adlually 
bears  a  confiderable  refemblance  to  the  Queen's  palace. 

The  apartments  are  refpeddbly  fitted  upj  and  contain  many  excellent  pidures,  fome  valuable  marbles,  and  a  fmall  but 
well  chofen  library. 









GUMBL£Y  HALL, 

IN  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  JOSEPH  CRADOCK,  ESC^ 

THIS  manflon  is  delightfully  fituated  on  the  borders  of  Leicefterfhire,  commanding  a  moft  beautiful  and  extenfive 
profpc£t.  It  ftands  nearly  at  the  fame  diftance  from  each  of  the  turnpike  roads  that  lead  from  Northampton  to  Leicefter, 
being  eighty-eight  miles  from  London. 

The  houfe  was  planned  and  ere£led  about  twenty  years  fince,  by  the  prefent  poflefTor.  The  apartments  are  elegant  j 
and,  as  might  be  expefted  from  a  gentleman  who  has  fo  fuccefsfully  cultivated  ufeful  and  polite  literature,  include  a  very 
choice  library,  with  fome  curious  antiquities,  and  a  fine  colleftion  of  charts,  prints,  &c. 

Through  the  plantations,  on  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  is  a  very  extenfive  walk,  and  the  ground  is  remarkably  well  laid  out; 
on  the  other  fide  is  a  wood  famous  for  it's  fox-earths,  which  are  occafionally  flopped  for  Earl  Spencer,  and  regularlj 
hunted  from  by  the  celebrated  Mr.  Meynell's  hounds. 





niui.ersburv  Hmifr,  in  5!;rtrflff«c,  tlu-   Spat  of  the   latr  I'nuvAs 





GUNNERSBURY  HOUSE, 
IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  LATE  PRINCESS  AMELIA. 

GUNNERSBURY  HOUSE,  the  femous  refidence  of  her  late  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Amelia,  is  fituated  in 
the  parifh  of  Ealing,  on  a  rifmg  ground,  about  fix  miles  weft  of  London,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town  of  Brentford. 
This  celebrated  ftrufture^was  erected  by  Mr.  Webb,  fon-in-law  of  Inigo  Jones,  from  a  defign  by  that  great  architeft,  in 
the  year  1 663 ;  and  the  building  poffefles  all  that  majeftick  boldnefs  and  fimplicity  which  fo  eminently  charafterize  the  works 
of  this  incomparable  mafter. 

The  front  is  compofed  of  a  large  plain  balement,  fiif^rting  a  handfome  Corinthian  loggio  :  but  the  intercolumniations 
are  rather  too  open ;  and  the  omiffion  of  the  frieze  and  architrave  on  each  fide  the  pediment,  is  a  defedt  which  {hould  never 
be  fubmitted  to  without  great  neceffity. 

The  approach  from  the  garden  is  remarkably  fine :  and  the  loggio,  which  has  at  a  diftance  a  moft  beautiful  effect,  com- 
mands a  fine  profpedt  of  the  county  of  Surrey,  with  the  River  Thames  and  the  rich  meadows  on  it's  banks  for  fome  miks, 

and  great  part  of  the  metropolis. 
The  apartments,  which  are  noble,  regular,  commodious,  and  well-proportioned,  remain  much  as  they  were  originally  con- 

ftrucled.  From  the  hall,  which  is  fpacious,  and  fupported  on  each  fide  by  rows  of  columns,  a  noble  flight  of  ftairs  afcends  to 
the  grand  faloon.  1  his  fine  room  is  a  double  cube  of  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  elegantly  furniftied,'and  has  an  entrance into  the  portico  at  the  back  front,  fupported  by  columns.  From  this  place  there  is  a  charming  view  of  the  Thames;  and, 
as  it  is  contrived  to  face  the  fouth-eaft,  fo  that  the  fun  never  fhines  on  it  after  two  o'clock,  but  enlivens  the  beautiful  land- 
fcape  which  lies  before  this  part  of  the  edifice,  it  is  a  moft  delightful  and  cool  retreat  for  a  fummer  afternoon. 

On  entering  the  garden  from  the  houfe,  a  noble  terrace  is  afcended,  which  affords  a  fine  view  of  the  adjacent  country;  and 
from  this  terrace,  which  extends  the  whole  breadth  of  the  garden,  there  is  a  defcent  by  a  handfome  flight  of  fteps,  with  a 
grand  baluftrade  on  each  fide. 

The  gardens  were  greatly  improved  and  enlarged  by  the  late  royal  pofleflbr;  who  added  feveral  fine  fields,  erected  fome 
very  elegant  buildings,  and  enriched  the  whole  with  modern  walks  and  plantations. 

Gunnerlbury  Houfe  was  to  have  been  fold  by  audlion,  with  the  efFedls  of  the  late  princefs  3  but  it  was  bought  in  by  the 
executor. 





Haiiiptotji  Houfc.im.  MlddleCex,  the  Seat  of  MT/  Garirick. 





HAMPTON  HOUSE^ 

IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  MRS.  GAPvRICK. 

THIS  elegant  little  villa  is  delightfully  fituated  at  Hampton,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  about  thirteen  miles  weft  of 
London.  Having  been  originally  an  indifferent  building;,  the  late  Mr.  Garrick,  foon  after  purchafing  the  houfe,  not  only 
rendered  it  more  convenient,  but  gave  it,  among,  a  variety  of  other  improvements,  the  very  important  advantage  of  an  entire 
hew  front,  executed  by  Mr.  Adams ;  fo  that  it  is  at  prefent  a  remarkably  pleafmg  and  uniform  ftrudture,  having  a  pediment 
in  front,  fupported  by  four  beautiful  columns. 

The  garden  and  grounds  belonging  to  this  houfe  are  very  extenfive,  and  are  laid  out  with  uncommon  tafte  and  elegance: 
nor,  indeed,  will  thislaft  circumftancc  appear  at  all  wonderful,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  late  Mr.  Garrick  and  his  lady  alone 
contrived  and  directed  the  difpofition  of  the  whole. 
On  that  part  of  the  ground  which  lies  clofe  to  the  river  Thames,  Mr.  Garrick  erefled  an  elegant  temple,  dedicated  to 

Shakefpeare :  in  this  temple  is  placed,  on  a  noble  pedeftal,  the  figure  of  Shakefpeare,  in  the  attitude  of  ftudying  ;  for  the  exe- 
cution of  which  the  celebrated  Roubilliac  received  three  hundred  guinea?. 

There  arc  a  few  good  pi£tures  in  the  houfe  j  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  are  the  Four  Periods  of  an  Eledion,  by  Mr. Ho-artli. 





HarpwooHl  Houfp.m  Yorkiklre,  tLe    Se«t    of  E  dwiiL  L  als  relies,  Efr|. 





HAREWOOD  HOUSE, 

IN  YORKSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  EDWIN  LASCELLES,  ESCL 

THIS  noble  manfion  is  fituated  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  Yoi  lcftiire,  about  eight  miles  from  Harrowgate,  on  the  direct 
road  from  thence  to  Leeds,  and  two  hundred  from  London.  The  houfe  is  very  large,  extending  in  front  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet ;  and,  for  grandeur  of  ftyle  in  the  compofition,  and  elegance  of  decorating  and  finiftiing,  both  externally  and  in- 

ternally, defervedly  ranks  with  the  firft  buildings  in  this  kingdom.  The  wings  of  the  north  front  are  enriched  with  emble- 
matical medallions,  executed  by  Collins,  from  the  defigns  of  Zucchi ;  in  the  centre  is  a  handfome  pediment,  fupported  by 

fix  three-quarter  Corinthian  columns,  thirty  feet  in  height,  compofing  the  entrance  from  a  flight  of  fteps  to  a  noble  hall  of 
the  Doric  order,  decorated  with  ftatues,  urns,  and  other  works  of  virtu,  leading  to  a  range  of  grand  and  elegant  apartments, 
furnifhed  with  the  utmoft  magnificence. 

The  fouth  front  has  a  noble  portico  of  four  columns ;  from  whence  the  eye,  pafling  over  an  extenfive  flope,^3  directed  to 
a  fpacious  flieet  of  water,  gently  winding  in  a  ferpentine  courfe,  beyond  which  the  country  forms  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
fcenes  imaginable :  and  to  the  north,  over  a  fertile  vale,  interfered  by  the  River  Wherfe,  is  feen  Alms  ClifF.  This  vaft  rock, 
which  rifes  with  prodigious  grandeur,  is  vifible  at  forty  miles  diftance. 

Near  this  feat  are  the  remains  of  Harewood  Caftle,  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  and  formerly,  with  the  adjacent  demefnes, 
belonging  to  the  ancient  family  of  the  Gafcoigne.  There  is  alfo  a  fmall  church,  containing  many  ancient  monuments; 
among  which  is  one  of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Gafcoigne,  who  had  the  refolution  to  commit  Prince  Henry,  afterwards  King 
Henry  V.  to  the  King's  Bench  prifon,  for  ftriking  him  at  Weftminfter  Hall,  while  he  was  on  the  feat  of  juftice:  for  which 
proof  of  regard  to  the  authority  of  the  king,  more  than  the  image  of  his  perfon,  the  prince  himfclf,  when  he  came  to  the 
throne,  had  the  generofity  not  only  to  forgive,  but  to  reward  him. 

Mr.  Lafcelles  permits  this  elegant  feat  to  be  publickly  viewed  every  Saturday;  and  thofe  who  vifit  Harrowgate  Spa,  often make  excurfions  to  Harewood  Houfe. 

Mr.  Adam  defigned  the  principal  front;  Mr.  Carr,  of  York,  the  reft  of  this  elegant  edifice;  and  to  the  late  celebrated 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Hampton  Court,  the  pleafure-grounds  are  indebted  for  that  profufion  of  beauty  which  renders  them  fo  uni- 
verfally  admired. 











HARLEYFORD, 

IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  WILLIAM   CLAYTON,  E  S 

HARLEYFORD,  the  fcit  of  William  Clayton,  Efq.  Member  of  Parliament  for  Great  Marlow,  in  Buckingham- 
{hire,  is  fituated  in  that  famous  vale,  on  the  Henley  Road  from  London  to  Oxford,  known  by  the  name  of  Hurley  Bottom} 
being  ̂ bout  thirty  miles  from  the  metropoli?,  and  five  from  Henley.' 

The  houfe  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  it's  pleafing  and  pidlurefque  fituation ;  not  containing  any  particular  attraftions cither  for  the  virtuofi  or  curious  traveller. 





Harrweii  iloiiife,  in  Bwcik-liagliaiiilliiu-e,  ttie  Sea-t  m  Sir  vfilLiam  JL« 





HARTWELL  HOUSE, 

IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  LEE,  BART, 

THIS  refpedable  feat  is  fituated  within  two  miles  of  Aylefbury,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  adjoining  the  crofs-road  which 
leads  from  Thame  in  Oxfordfhire  to  that  town,  and  at  the  diftance  of  thirty-eight  fiom  London. 

The  houfe  is  of  confiderable  antiquity;  and,  notwithftanding  the  many  alterations  which  the  building  has  evidently  ex- 
perienced under  various  poflefTors,  enough  of  the  ancient  Gothic  architedlure  is  ftill  preferved,  to  imprefs  every  fpeclator 

with  the  idea  of  what  it  has  been. 
The  apartments  are  handfomely  fitted  up,  and  they  contain  feveral  works  of  virtu,  not  unworthy  of  attention;  The  fituation 

is  rather  low,  and  the  profpecls  are  confequently  contracted  j  but  the  contiguous  grounds  are  judicioufly  laid  out,  and  re-, 
markably  well  wooded. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  houfe,  in  a  grove  of  fine  trees,  ftands  an  elegant  little  mofque,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  en-, 
richment  of  the  fcenery. 

The  whole  has  been  greatly  improved  by  Sir  William  Lee,  the  prefent  polTcfTor,  particularly  within  the  laft  four  or  five 
years. 





Meythotpe^  in    Oxfordftiire^  the    Seat    of  the  Eajd  «f  Slurewsbuucy . 





HEY  THORPE^ 

IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  SHREWSBURY. 

HEYTHORPE,  or  Heythrop  as  it  is  commonly  pronounced,  {lands  about  feventeen  miles  to  the  north  of  Oxford, 
in  an  open  and  delightfully  varied  country ;  and  may  be  truly  faid  to  poflefs,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  pkaang  charms 
which  refult  from  an  agreeable  diverfity  of  wood,  water,  hill,  and  vale. 

The  houfe  is  a  regular  edifice,  from  an  Italian  defign,  confifting  of  four  fronts,  finiflied  in  a  very  elegant  (lile  of  archi- 
te£ture,  and  united  to  the  offices  by  open  arcades.  It  was  erefted  about  eighty  years  fince  ;  but  has  been  fo  highly  and 
progrefSvely  ornamented  internally,  that  the  whole  is  fcarcely  compleated  at  this  time. 

Almoft  every  apartment  poflefles  it's  peculiar  and  appropriate  beauties  ;  but  the  furniture,  the  decorations,  and  tapeftry, 
of  the  great  drawing-room,  claim  diftinguiftied  pre-eminence,  and  are  entitled  to  particular  regard.  Perhaps,  England 
does  not  contain  a  more  fupcrb  room,  in  all  it's  aceompanymentsj  The  Library  is  alfo  very  elegantly  fitted  up ;  and  the ftucco  ornaments,  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Roberts  of  Oxford,  attract  every  eye. 

The  rooms  contain  many  excellent  original  paintings  by  the  firft  matters,  and  other  works  of  virtu. 

An  avenue  of  about  two  miles,  planted  on  each  fide  with  foreft-trees,  interfperfed  with  clumps  of  pines,  forms  the  ap- 
proach from  the  north,  and  is  almoft  unrivalled  for  it's  length  and  variety. 

The  gardens  and  pleafure-grounds  are  planned  with  abundant  taftc ;  and,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  prefent  liberal  poU 
feflbr,  arc  continually  improving. 

In  every  direction  from  the  houfe,  a  variety  of  beautiful  fcenes  prefent  themfelves  in  pleafing  fuccefRon ;  and,  with  very 
little  appearance  of  art,  nature  has  received  much  affiftance  from  genuine  tafte. 









H  I  L  L  I  N  G  D  O  N    H  O  U  S 

IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  MARCHIONESS  OF  ROCKINGHAM. 

THIS  fmall,  but  refpcdtable  feat,  is  called  Hillingdon  Koufe,  from  it's  proximity  to  Great  and  Little  Plillingdon,  two 
plcafant  villages,  fituatcd  near  each  other,  within  about  a  mile  of  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  in  Middlci'ex,  and  nearly  fifteen miles  from  London. 

The  houfe  originally  belonged  to  the  Talbot  family;  from  the  reprcfentatives  of  whom  it  ha^  within  thefe  few  \cars 
been  purchafed  by  the  Alarchioncfs. 

The  appurtenant  grounds,  which  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  being  romantick  and  picturefque,  are  enriched  with  a  fine 
piece  of  water. 









H  O L  S  T  O 

I  N SHROPSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT OF  JOHN  MYTTON,  ESQ^ 

HOLS  TON,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  family  of  Mytton,  is  fituatcd  in  Shropfliire,  between  Ofweftry  and  Ellefmere,  in 
the  fame  county ;  from  both  which  places  it  is  nearly  an  equidiftance  of  about  four  miles.  It  is  fixteeji  miles  from  Shrewlbury, 
the  county-town,  and  one  hundred  and  feventy  from  London. 

The  houfe,  which  ftands  on  an  agreeable  eminence,  was  originally  built  by  General  Mytton,  in  the  year  1 650 ;  from  whonj 
it  has  defcended,  in  a  diredt  line,  to  John  Mytton,  Efq.  the  prefent  poffeflbr. 

The  grounds  are  laid  out  with  peculiar  elegance ;  and  much  labour  was  beftowed  by  the  late  Mr.  Mytton,  in  draining  the 
extenfive  flat,  out  of  which  rifes  the  eminence  where  the  edifice  has  been  erected. 

The  diftant  mountains  prefent  themfelves  in  various  pleafing  and  piiSturefque  forms,  from  different  fituations  near  the 
houfe ;  on  each  fide  of  which  are  extenfive  woods,  bounded  by  a  fine  piece  of  water  branched  from  the  River  Perry,  and 
forming  one  of  the  moft  pleafing  artificial  lakes  imaginable. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  from  Holfton,  there  is  a  neat  little  village,  called  Whittington,  chiefly  built  by  the  Mytton 
family,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  feveral  labourers  employed  on  the  edate. 









HOLWOOD  HOUSE, 

IN  KENT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  PITT. 

HOLWOOD  HOUSE  derives  it's  name  from  that  of  the  hill  on  which  it  is  ercfted.  It  is  pleafantly  fituatcd  in 
the  parifh  of  Kellon,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  about  five  miles  from  Bromley,  and  fourteen  from  London.  In  the  year  1673, 
it  was  the  property  of  Captain  Richard  Pearch ;  who  fettled  it  in  1709,  on  the  marriage  of  his  niece  Elizabeth  Whiffing 
with  Nathaniel  Galton,  of  Beclcenham,  Efq.  on  them  and  their  heirs.  It  came  afterwards  into  the  pofleffion  of  Sir  Peter 
Burrel,  of  Beclcenham,  who  conveyed  it  to  Mr.  William  Rofs,  of  London,  from  whom  it  pafled  to  Robert  Burrow,  Efq. 
The  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt,  who  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr,  purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Randall. 

At  Hoi  wood  Hill,  in  this  parifh,  are  the  remains  of  a  large  and  ftrong  fortification,  (probably  a  Roman  one)  of  an  ob- 
long form,  commanding  an  extenfive  view  on  every  fide ;  the  area  whereof  is  partly  enclofed  with  rampiers  and  double 

ditches,  of  a  vaft  height  and  depth,  efpecially  on  the  fouth  and  weft  fides.  It  is  fo  large  as  to  be  near  two  miles  in  com- 
pafs,  containing  near  one  hundred  acres  of  ground,  and  muft  have  been  the  work  of  mx^ch  time  and  many  hands. 









H  O  R  D  E  N  HOUSE, 

IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  MRS.  HARWOOD. 

THIS  beautifully  pii^refque  feat  is  fituated  about  five  miles  from  Oxford,  and  fom--mne  from  London.  In  the  Autumn 
of  1 786,  when  the  annexed  View  was  taken,  the  houfe  had  been  recently  occupied  by  Mrs.  Harwood,  but  it  was  at  that  time 
vminhabitedi 









HURSTBOURNE  PARK, 

IN  HAMPSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  PORTSMOUTH. 

THIS  new  and  magnificent  building  is  fituated  in  the  beautiful  park  from  which  it  derives  it's  name  ;  at  the  diftance of  about  five  miles  from  Andover,  and  fifty  from  London. 

The  edifice  is  in  a  great  meafure  compofed  of  the  materials  of  the  former  manfion,  which  had  been  erefted  too  near  the 
canal  by  the  brother  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Portfmouth's  grandfather,  fomewhat  more  than  fixty  years  Unce. 

The  principal  defign  of  the  prefent  ftrudlurt,  which  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  an  elevated  ground  within  about  five  hun- 
dred paces  of  the  former  edifice,  is  by  the  celebrated  Mr.  Wyatt,  though  executed  by  a  Mr.  Meadov/s;  and  it  is  efteemcd 

a  very  ihafterly  plan  for  a  nobleman's  feat. 
The  body  of  the  houfci  which  contains  fix  very  noble  rooms  on  a  floor,  has  a  moft  grand  and  firiking  appearance, 

and  the  wings  are  connefted  on  each  fide  by  colonnades  of  three-quarter  columns  of  the  Tufcan  order.  In  the  eaftern 
wing,  are  the  library,  the  chapels  and  ftcward's  room  ;  and  the  wefcern  one  confifts  of  ofiiccs  and  apartments  for  the fervants. 

The  principal  rooms  arc  not  yet  compleatly  fitted  up;  butfuch  decorations  are  preparing  as  will  probably  render  it  one 
of  the  fineft  feats  in  the  kingdom. 

The  park  is  fmall,  but  delightfully  wooded,  and  well  flocked  v/ith  fine  deof  ;  and  the  ac^acent /tream  is  rertiarkable 
for  the  beauty  and  clearnefs  of  it's  water. 









K  N  I  G  H  T's  HILL, 
IN  SURREY. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LORD  THURLOW. 

THIS  new  feat  of  Lord  Thurlow,  fituated  near  Dulwich,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  miles  from  London,  is 
ereded  on  the  fcite  of  an  old  farm-houfe,  for  fome  years  inhabited  by  Mrs.  Hervey,  who  has  long  been  under  his  lordfliip's 
prote£lion. 

The  old  houfe  was  bought  by  Lord  Thurlow,  of  the  Duke  of  St.  Alban's;  and  the  grounds  have  been  confiderably  en- larged by  fubfequent  purchafes. 
The  prefent  edifice,  though  grand,  is  in  the  plain,  fimple  ftyle,  from  a  defign  by  Mr.  Holland,  which  detradls  not  from 

his  high  reputation  as  an  architeft.  It  is  built  wholly  of  thofe  peculiarly  neat  looking  bricks,  called  Suffolk  malms  ;  and 
is  remarkable  for  being  the  very  firft  houfe  finiftied  throughout  with  the  newly  introduced  cone  floorings,  hitherto  only  par- 

tially adopted. 
From  the  upper  ftories,  the  views  are  delightful,  over  Kent,  Surrey,  and  the  metropolis  i  and  the  winding  of  the  Thames 

is  likewife  plainly  difcernible  all  the  way  from  Gravefend  to  Chelfea,  being  a  circuit  of  more  than  thirty  miles. 
The  houfe  and  grounds  are  at  prefent  far  from  compleated ;  but  the  whole  arrangement  has  beeft-planned,  and  the  efti- 

Tpatc  of  expences  is  faid  to  fall  little  fliert  of  thirty  thouland  pounds. 









LANGLEY  PARK, 
IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  MARLBOROUGH. 

THIS  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  fituated  in  a  fine  park,  at  Langley  Green,  in  Buckinghamlhire,  near  the 
town  of  Colnbrook  in  the  fame  county,  and  about  eighteen  miles  from  London. 

The  new  edifice  was  begun  by  the  late  Duke,  but  one  wing  is  yet  wanting  to  compleat  the  ftru£hire,  which  is  lefe 
remarlcable  for  grandeur  and  magnificence  than  for  an  elegant  fimplicity  in  the  defign. 

The  houfe  is  tolerably  well  furniflied  with  works  of  art ;  and  the  furrounding  fcenes  are  beautifully  pifturefque  and 
rural. 

Langley  Park  might  be  confidered  as  a  very  fine  and  defirable  family  manfion,  by  many  noblemen ;  but,  to  the  illuftri- 
ous  polTefTor  of  Blenheim,  it  is  only  capable  of  fupplying  a  mere  temporary  retreat. 

It  will  probably  be  the  chief  refidence  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  eldeft  fon,  the  Marquis  of  Blandford,  who  is  juft 
coming  of  age ;  a  very  promifing  young  nobleman,  who  feems  to  inherit  all  the  virtues  of  his  renowned  anceftors. 



A  T    Y  a  J  o  vr  A  vT 
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THE  LEASOWES, 
IN  SHROPSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  EDWARD  HORNE,  ESQ^ 

THIS  elegant  and  much  famed  feat  of  the  late  Mr.  Shenftone,  the  Poet,  is  fituated  within  about  a  mile  of  Hales 
Owen,  in  Shropfliire ;  being  feven  miles  diftant  from  Birmingham,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  from  London. 

The  eftate,  which  is  ftri£tly  a  Ferme  Ornee^  and  undoubtedly  the  moft  beautiful  and  compleat  one  in  the  world,  was 
purchafed,  after  the  deceafe  of  Mr.  Shenftone^  by  Mr.  Home,  father  of  the  prefent  pofleflbr,  who  eredted  the  dwelling- 
houfe,  which  ftands  on  the  brow  of  a  fine  riftng  lawn. 

The  defcription  of  the  Leafowes  requires  a  volume,  and  a  volume  of  no  contemptible  fize  has  been  publiflied  on  the 
fubjeft.  To  be  minute,  therefore,  is  on  the  prefent  occafion  impoflible;  and  no  general  account  can  give  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  many  enchanting  fcenes  which  this  delightful  place  affords. 

The  Priory  Walk,  which  takes  it's  name  from  the  ruins  of  a  fmall  Priory  feen  in  the  lawn  nearly  fronting  the  houfe, 
Tn  the  annexed  View;  the  Woodhoufe;  the  Cafcade ;  Shepherd's  Bufti;  the  Gothick  Alcove;  the  Lover's  Walk; 
the  Temple  of  Pan;  and  Virgil's  Grove ;  all  fuitably  enriched,  and  with  the  moft  beautiful  and  appofite  poetical  in- 
fcriptions  ;  contribute  largely  to  render  this  feat,  what  it  confefledly  is,  one  of  the  moft  captivating  aflemblages  of  natu- 

ral and  artificial  beauty  which  the  eye  ever  beheld. 
In  the  architedture  of  the  principal  edifice,  Mr.  Home  has  judicloufly  preferved  that  modeft  elegance  which  is  moft 

congenial  with  the  charafteriftick  fimplicity  of  the  Leafowes.  The  fituation,  which  is  in  the  centre  of  tiiis  elegant 
Farm^  for  fo  it  ought  always  to  be  called,  is  the  moft  feledl  and  lovely  imaginable ;  being  fcreened  from  the  northern  and 
eafterly  winds  by  an  amphitheatre  of  ranging  hills  and  fine  woods,  with  a  delightful  opening  in  front  to  the  town  of 
Hales  Owen,  the  Clent  Hills,  the  rich  valley,  and  a  great  part  of  that  luxuriant  variety  which  conftitutes  the  principal 
beauty  of  the  Leafowes  itfelf. 

Mr,  Shenftone  died  in  the  year  1763,  and  lies  interred  in  Hales  Owen  church-yard- 





.L.ttboroiig-h  Houfs,  in  Efsex,  the   Sp«(   or  Sir    Edv^^a^d  Hughes, 





LUXBOROUGH, 
IN  ESSEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  EDWARD  HUGHES,  BART. 

THIS  elegant  and  fuperb  villa,  which  is  fituated  in  the  parifti  of  Chigwell,  near  Woodford  in  Eflex,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  road  near  Woodford  Bridge,  and  nine  miles  from  London,  was  built  by  Lord  Luxborough  about  forty-five 
years  fmce;  and,  at  his  deceafe,  fold  to  a  Weft  India  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Crockatt,  from  whom  it  was  afterwards  pur- 
chafed  by  Sir  Edward  Walpole.  This  laft  gentleman  for  fome  time  refided  at  Luxborough  ;  but  having,  as  it  is  faid,  in 
vain  endeavoured  effedually  to  drain  the  furrounding  land,  which  was  occafionally  flooded,  he  difpofed  of  it  to  Mr^Samuel 
Peach,  who  purchafed  on  fpeculation,  and  by  whom  it  was  again  fold  in  Auguft  1782,  through  the  medium  of  Meflrs. 
Chriftie  and  Anfell,  to  Lady  Hughes. 

Her  Ladyfliip,  who  poflcfTes  the  fineft  tafte,  united  with  the  ftrongeft  judgment  and  the  moft  indefatigable  perfeverance, 
has  folely  directed  the  various  improvements  and  embellifliments  which  have  fmce  taken  place;  and  which  were  compleated 
during  the  abfence  of  the  brave  Admiral,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  war;  as  well  with  refpeft  to  the  external 
and  internal  decorations  and  conveniences  of  the  edifice  itfelf,  and  the  feveral  offices,  as  the  elegant  difpofition  of  the  gardens 
and  furrounding  land,  and  the  effectual  prefervatives  her  Ladyfhip  has  contrived  and  provided  againft  all  future  encroach- 

ments of  the  river,  which  now  feeds  as  well  as  adorns  the  fertile  grounds  it  had  too  long  been  accuftomed  to  disfigure  and deftroy. 





JEttrcat-rl  IHLuj 





EAST  FRONT  OF  LUXBOROUGH  HOUSE, 

IN  ESSEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  EDWARD  HUGHES,  BART. 

THE  Defcription  of  this  elegant  feat  has  been  given  with  the  grand  Garden  Front,  publifhed  in  Number  XIV.  ©f 
this  Colledion  of  Views,  to  which  the  Reader  is  referred. 





WffWfv   Mall,  iu.  YarkUiirf.tkp 





METHLEY  HALL, 

IN  YORKSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  MEXBOROUGH. 

METHLEY  HALL  is  fituated  in  a  fine  open  country,  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  Yorkfliire,  within  feven  miles  of 
Wakefield,  and  four  of  Leeds,  both  in  the  fame  county  j  being  diftant  from  London  about  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
miles.  It  ftands  near  the  junflion  of  the  navigable  rivers  Air  and  Calder,  which  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the 
fituation. 

The  houfe  is  very  ancient ;  but  the  antiquity  of  it's  appearance  has  been  lately  diminiflxed  by  the  addition  of  an  elegant new  front,  faid  to  have  been  executed  by  Carr,  of  York. 





.  Surrpy,  die    Seat  nf  Heoi-j  Hoar>p  El'rj  . 





MITCHAM  GR 

IN  SURREY. 

O  V  E, 

THE  SEAT  OF  HENRY  HOARE,  ESQ.  ^ 

THIS  elegant  villa,  which  is  built  of  brick,  covered  with  ftucco,  fo  as  not  eafily  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  ftone,  is 
fituated  at  Mitcham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  being  about  nine  miles  diftant  from  London.  The  grounds  are  difpofed  with 
infinite  tafte ;  and  derive  an  additional  beauty  from  the  filver  ftream  of  the  River  Wandle,  which  runs  through  them,  and 
is  famous  for  it's  trout. 

This  eftate  was  long  in  the  poflefllon  of  the  family  of  .Myers.  It  was  fold  by  the  fon  of  Mr.  William  Myers,  to  a  Mr. 
Stewart;  and  from  him  it  pafled  into  the  hands  of  Alexander  Wedderburne,  Efq.  now  Lord  Loughborough,  who  made 
confiderable  additions  to  the  houfe  and  gardens.  It  has  been  fince  purchafed  of  his  lordlhip  by  Henry  Hoare,  Efq.  the 
prefent  pollefibr,  an  eminent  banker  in  London. 













NUNEH  AM-COURTEN  AY, 
IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  HARCOURT. 

THIS  magnificent  feat,  indifputably  one  of  the  moft  fplendid  in  the  kingdom,  is  fituated  atNuneham,  in  Oxfordfliire ; 
fifty-three  miles  from  London,  and  within  five  of  the  city  of  Oxford, 

At  the  time  of  the  General  Survey,  the  manor  of  Nuneham  belonged  to  Richard  de  Curfy.  Afterwards  it  pafled  into  the 
family  of  Riparys,  or  Redvers;  and,  by  the  intermarriage  of  Robert  de  Courtenay,  Baron  of  Okehampton,  in  I2i4,with 
Mary,  youngeft  daughter  of  William  de  Redvers,  Earl  of  Devon,  coming  into  that  of  Courtenay,  afllimed  the  name  of  Nune- 

ham- Courtenay.  From  the  Courtenays,  it  came  to  Sir  John  Pollard,  of  Devon ;  thence,  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Audley,  of 
the  Court  of  Wards,  commonly  called  the  Rich  Audley ;  and  from  him,  to  Robert  Wright,  Biftiop  of  Litchfield,  whofe  fon, 
Calvert  Wright,  fold  it  to  Mr.  John  Robinfon,  a  merchant  in  London  during  the  life-time  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  but  knighted 
by  King  Charles  the  Second  in  the  year  1660,  and  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower.  From  the  Robinfons,  it  defcended,  by 
the  marriage  of  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Robinfon,  Bart,  to  David  Earl  of  Wemys;  from  whom  it  was  purchafed,  in  17 10, 
by  Simon,  the  firft  Lord  Harcourt,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England,  and  great  grandfather  of  the  prefent  noble  poflTeflbr. 

The  houfe,  which  ftands  in  a  moft  delightful  park  near  feven  miles  in  circumference,  through  which  glide  the  meandering 
ftrcams  of  the  beautiful  Ifis,  was  built  by  the  late  Earl ;  but  has  fince  been  fo  altered,  improved,  a^d  enlarged,  a«  to  retain 
little  of  it's  former  appearance.  The  park  and  grounds,  too,  owe  their  chief  beauties  to  the  prefent  Earl ;  under  whofe  aufpices, and  by  whofe  diredlions,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  late  Mr.  Brown,  commonly  called  Capability  Brown,  they  have  rifen  to  a 
degree  of  elegance  which  baffles  all  defcription. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  houfe  is  a  noble  Veftibule,  ornamented  with  Dorick  columns  and  cafts  of  antique  ftatues;  from 
whence  an  oval  geometrical  ftair-cafe  afcends  to  the  Grand  Saloon,  which  is  thirty  feet  long,  fixteen  wide,  and  eighteen  and  a 
half  high,  hung  with  blue  damafk,  and  enriched  with  many  capital  paintings.  The  Anti-Room,  the  Library,  theOdagon 
Drawing-Room,  the  Great  Drawing-Room,  the  State  Bed-Chamber,  the  DrelTing- Rooms,  and  other  apartments,  are  pro-, 
portionably  fpacious  and  elegant,  and  all  abundantly  furnifhed  with  fine  paintings  by  almofl-cvery  ancient  and  modern  mafter. 

A  fine  room,  twenty-five  feet  by  nineteen,  and  fifteen  feet  high,  has  lately  been  built  by  the  Earl,  in  addition  to  his  own 
apartment,  on  purpofe  for  the  Sheldon  Maps.  This  very  curious  tapeftry,  the  earlieft  fpecimen  of  that  art  in  England, 
came  ft-om  Wefton,  in  Warwickfliire,  and  was  prefented  to  the  Earl  by  the  Honourable  Horace  Walpole. 

The  houfe  commands  an  extenfive  profpeft  over  all  the  intervening  flat,  as  far  as  the  towers  of  Oxford,  and  the  diftant  hills 
beyond  them;  and,  in  a  different  diredlion,  overlooks  the  windings  of  the  Thames  towards  Abingdon,  terminated  by  the 
Berkfliire  hills  and  other  rifing  grounds. 

The  gardens  are  large,  and  inexpreflibly  delightful;  and  the  Flower  Garden,  in  particular,  forms  a  perfeft  Paradife,  en- 
riched with  elegant  buildings,  ftatues,  urns,  and  other  fuitable  embellifhments,  with  abundant  apt  and  beautiful  poetical 

infcriptions. 
The  Univerfity  of  Oxford  having  prefented  the  Earl  of  Harcourt  with  the  beautiful  Conduit,  called  Carfax,  which  was 

taken  down  a  few  months  fince  to  enlarge  the  High  Street,  it  is  now  rebuilt  in  the  park,  on  a  hill  in  view  of  the  houfe. 









OSTERLEY  PARK, 
IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  MRS.  CHILD. 

THIS  manfion  is  fituated  near  the  centre  of  the  park  from  whence  it  derives  it's  name,  at  the  diftancc  of  about  eight 
miles  from  London,  to  the  north  of  the  great  weftcrn  road,  and  almoft  oppofite  Sion  Houfe,  the  feat  of  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Northuniberland.  The  fitc  of  the  prefent  ftrucSture,  and  part  of  the  appurtenant  demefne,  were  anciently  parcel  of 
the  convent  at  Sion.  On  the  dilfolution  of  monafterics,  this  eftate  was  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Somerfet ;  but,  in  confequencc 
of  the  attainder  of  that  prote£tor,  it  reverted  to  the  crown;  and  was  afterwards  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Grefliam,  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  as  appears  from  the  original  letters  patent  depofited  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Rolls.  By  this  laft  owner  that  noble  edi- 

fice was  creded,  called  Olterley  Park;  which  at  length  became  the  property  of  Sir  Robert  Child,  from  whom  it  defcended  to 
the  late  Robert  Child,  Efq.  hufband  of  the  prefent  pofTcfTor.  This  gentleman,  the  laft  male  furvivor  of  that  f&^eftable  fa- 

mily, compleatly  rebuilt  the  fljcll  of  the  houfe,  and  elegantly  furniflied  the  whole,  about  fixteen  years  ago. 
The  building,  which  is  of  a  quadrangular  form,  extends  140  feet  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  1 1 7  feet  from  north  to  fouth, 

having  a  turret  at  each  angle.  The  principal  front  is  decorated  with  a  fine  portico  of  the  Ionic  orJer ;  leading  to  a  large 
faloon,  profufely  ornamented  with  antique  marble  ftatues,  baflb  relievos,  rich  vafes,  &c.  Oppofite  the  grand  entrance  of 
the  faloon,  a  neat  corridor  leads  to  the  picture -gallery,  which  is  130  feet  long,  and  contains  a  tolerably  good  colledion.  From 
the  north  and  fouth  ends  of  the  gallery,  corridors  lead  to  fuites  of  ftate  and  private  apartments  fplendidly  furnifhed. 

The  external  beauty  of  this  celebrated  edifice  is  greatly  augmented  by  two  large  flieets  of  water,  which  run  in  oblique  di- 
reiflions  near  the  fouth  and  eaft  fronts.  The  views  are  confined,  from  the  flatnefs  of  the  country,  but  they  are  pleafingly 
pidturefque  and  romantick. 

Mrs.  Child  has  a  beautiful  menagerie;  the  gardens  are  charpingly  dilpofed;  and  there  is  a  remarkably  fine  hot-houfc. 









P  A  I  N^s  HILL, 
IN  SURREY. 

THE  SEAT  OF  BENJAMIN  BOND  HOPKINS,  ESCL 

PAIN's  HILL  is  fituated  near  Cobham  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  twenty  miles from  London. 

The  houfe,  which  was  built  by  Mr.  Richard  Jupp,  junior,  in  the  year  1774,  for  the  Honourable  Mr.  Charles  Hamil- 
ton, is  an  elegant  villa,  and  ftands  in  the  centre  of  a  crefcent,  on  a  fine  hill  which  commands  a  beautiful  profpe£t  of  the 

park  and  furrounding  country. 
The  beautiful  and  vefy  extenfive  grounds  of  this  celebrated  feat  were  laid  out  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Hamilton,  the 

original  proprietor ;  but  they  have  been  vaftly  improved  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  prcfent  pofleflbr.  The  whole  is  about 
five  miles  in  circumference,  enriched  with  a  pleafing  variety  of  trees,  fhrubs,  plants,  and  flowers.  The  fine  inequalities  of 
the  ground  give  a  perpetual  variety  to  the  profpects,  particularly  on  the  fide  next  the  River  Mole;  which  river,  though 
it  lies  twenty  feet  lower  than  the  level  of  the  gardens,  is  brought  into  them  by  means  of  a  curioufly  contrived  wheel  which 
the  ftream  itfelf  turnsr  This  wheel,  at  every  revolution,  takes  up  the  water,  and  conveys  it  through  a  fpiral  pipe  from  the 
circumference  of  the  wheel  to  the  centre,  whence  it  is  difcharged  into  a  trough,  and  forced  through  proper  pipes  into  the 
gardens  j  where^  by  the  united  afliftance  of  nature  and  art,  it  forms  into  a  fpacious  winding  lake. 

On  the  fide  of  the  hill  there  is  a  low  hermitage,  furrounded  by  a  thicket;  and,  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  on  the  utmoft 
fummit,  rifes  a  lofty  Gothick  tower  confpicuous  above  the  trees.  Not  far  from  the  tower,  ftands  a  large  Dorick  build- 

ing, called  the  Temple  of  Bacchus ;  with  a  fine  portico  in  front,  a  rich  alto-relievo  in  the  pediment,  and  on  each  fide  a 
range  of  pilafters :  the  infidc  is  decorated  with  many  antique  bufts,  and  a  moft  beautiful  antique  colofl'al  ftatue  of  the  god is  placed  in  the  centre. 

Befides  the  ornamental  ftruclures  at  Pain's  Hill  already  mentioned,  there  are  three  bridges,  a  ruined  arch,  and  a 
grotto:  the  latter,  in  particular,  us  a  work  of  art,  is  efteemed  one  of  the  neareft  reprefentations  of  nature  which  this 
country  can  boaft. 

A  valuable  co!le<5lion  of  ftatues  and  biUT:s  arc  diiperfed  through  the  variou'^  buildings,  which  enrich  the  fcenery  of  this delightful  place. 









PARK-FARM  PLACE, 
IN  KENT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LADY  JAMES. 

THIS  beautiful  villa  is  fituated  at  Eltham,  in  Kent,  about  eight  miles  diftant  from  London,  and  commands  a  rich  and 
extenfive  profpeft.  It  is  ornamented  with  pilafters  of  the  Ionic  order,  and  is  particidarly  well  furnifhed.  The  grounds  are 
laid  out  with  great  tafte  and  judgment.  On  Shooter's  Hill,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  houfe,  the  eye  is  charmed  with  the fight  of  a  fumptuous  and  lofty  edifice,  eredted,  from  a  defign  by  Mr.  Jupp,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Sir  William  James. 
This  building  is  of  a  triangular  form,  with  a  turret  at  each  angle,  and  is  called  Severndroog  Caftle ;  but  at  prcfent  it  is  not 
finiflied.  It  proves  a  great  ornament  to  the  adjacent  country  ;  and  the  public  are  much  indebted  to  thejady  whole  muni- 

ficent fpirit  caufed  it  to  be  eredled. 
Park-Farm  Place  was  formerly  in  the  poffeffion  of  a  Mr.  Nunn ;  whofe  daughter  was  married  to  the  Honourable  Captain 

Paulet,  now  Duke  of  Bolton:  on  the  marriage  of  whofe  daughter  with  Lord  Hinchinbroke,  eldeft  fon  of  Earl  Sandwich,  it 
came  into  his  poffeffion;  and  was  by  him  fold  to  Sir  William  James,  who  died  fuddenly  about  three  years  ago. 

Sir  William  James  had  been  long  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  acquired  an  ample  fortune:  his  wiJow, 
Lady  James,  is  the  prefent  poffeffor. 









PROSPECT  PLACE, 
I  N    S  U  R  R  E  Y. 

THE  SEAT  OF  M.  I,  LEVY,  ESCL 

THIS  Villa  is  moft  delightfully fituated,  on  a  rifing  ground,  in  the  lane  leading  from  Wimbledon  to  Kingfton,  and  at 
the  diftance  of  about  ten  miles  from  the  metropolis. 

The  prefent  pofTefTor  has  made  great  additions  to  the  houfe  and  offices  j  and  the  grounds,  which  are  well  laid  out,  com- 
mand a  very  extenfive  and  rich  view  of  the  country. 

The  hot-houFes,  and  forcing- walls,  are  large  and  fpacious ;  and  they  are  remarkable  for  producing  the  earlieft,  largeft,  and 
fineft  fruits,  in  the  county. 









RICHMOND  PLACE^ 

IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  CHARLES  ASGILL,  BART. 

THIS  very  elegant  little  villa  is  delightfully  fituated  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the  Thames,  near  Richmond,  in  Surrey,  and 
exadlly  oppofite  Ifleworth;  being  about  nine  miles  diftant  from  London. 

The  edifice,  which  is  entirely  of  ftone,  was  defigned  and  built  by  Sir  Robert  Taylor,  the  celebrated  architedl,  on  a  fpot 
of  ground  purpofely  purchafed  by  Sir  Charles  Afgill,  for  whom  it  was  erefted  about  twenty  years  ago. 

This  feat  is  remarkable  for  it's  peculiarly  elegant  fimplicity,  and  the  plan  and  elevation  are  given  in  the  Vitruvius  Bri- tannicus. 
It  commands  the  moft  agreeable  profpe£ts  of  the  Thames  and  adjacent  country;  the  infide  is  fitted  up  and  furnilhed  with 

confiderable  tafte  and  elegance  j  and  the  gardens,  which  were  laid  out  by  Mr.  Driver,  are  fmall,  but  exceedingly  beautiful. 









R     Y     C     O  T, 
IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  ABIxMGDON. 

THIS  very  ancient  feat  is  fituated  in  an  extenfive  park,  two  miles  weft  of  Thame,  and  about  forty-eight  diftant  from 
London.  At  the  time  of  the  general  furvey  by  order  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Rycot  was  the  manor  and  eftate  of  Hugh 
De  Bolebec,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  his  fon  Walter,  whofe  daughter  and  fole  heir  marrying  Robert De  Vere,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Oxford,  it  came  into  his  family. 

How  long  precifely  it  remained  in  the  Oxford  family,  is  not  at  prefent  known;  but  if,  as  Mr.  Toovey  aflerts,  the  family 
of  Quaterman  ever  poflefled  it,  fuch  poflelfion  muft  have  been  very  anciently;  fince,  when  John  Williams,  Efq.  afterwards 
Lord  Williams  of  Thame,  purchafed  Great  and  Little  Rycot  together,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
he  is  faid  to  have  bought  them  of  Giles  Heron,  Efq.  of  Shakelwell,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  fon  of  John  Heron,  Efq. 
treafurer  of  the  chamber  to  that  monarch,  and  to  whom  Sir  Richard  Fowler,  fon  of  Richard  Fowler  chancellor  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Lancafter,  had  before  fold  them  ;  all  which  alienations,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  could  not  well  take  place  in  any  inconfiderable 
number  of  years.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  John  Williams,  Efq.  purchafed  them  at  the  time  above  mentioned; 
and,  at  his  death,  bequeathed  them,  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to  his  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  Ifabcl  and  Margerj^;  the 
former  of  whom  was  married  to  Sir  Richard  W cnman,  and  the  latter  to  Henry  Lord  Norris,  who  had  with  her,  among  other 
lordftiips,  that  of  Rycot.  Lord  Norris  had  fix  fons  by  Lady  Margery;  and  William,  the  eldeft,  inherited  this  manor,  to 
which  alfo  his  fon  Francis  fuccecded  :  but  this  laft  pofleflbr  leaving  only  one  daughter,  Bridget,  his  fole  heir,  and  flie  marry- 

ing Sir  Edward  Wray,  one  of  the  grooms  of  the  chamber  to  Charles  the  Firft,  by  whom  (he  had  only  one  daughter,  their 
heir,  of  her  own  name,  Rycot,  with  the  reft  of  their  eftates,  pafled  to  Montague  Earl  of  Lindfay,  her  hufband,  who  had  by 
her,  being  his  fecond  wife,  James  Lord  Norris,  in  her  right  created  Earl  of  Abingdon ;  and  from  him  it  has  defcended  to 
the  prefent  Earl. 

The  ftyle  of  building  is  Angularly  pleafing  ;  and  the  old  chapel,  which  refembles  a  village  church,  with  the  oppofite  ofHcey, 
having  a  monafterial  air,  though  both  now  in  a  moft  ruinous  ftate,  give  the  whole  a  venerable  and  piclurefque  appearance. 
The  houfe  being  at  prefent  occupied  by  a  farmer  and  his  under-tenants,  it  cannot  be  expeded  to  contain  any  paintings,  or other  valuable  internal  embellifliments. 









S     E     R     L    B  Y, 

IN  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LORD  GALWAY. 

THIS  grand  and  convenient  edifice,  which  is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  within  three  miles  of  Bawtry,  in 
Yorkftiire,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  London,  was  built  by  Mr.  Pain,  for  Lord  Galway, 
the  prefent  noble  pofleflbr. 

The  principal  front,  which  is  approached  by  a  beautiful  lawn,  opens  to  the  South,  and  is  entered  by  a  fmall  veftibule.  On 
the  right  is  a  dining-room  ;  and  there  is  a  drawing-room  on  the  left.  The  veftibule  leads,  in  a  diredl  linej  through  the 
grand  flair-cafe,  to  the  faloon;  and,  on  the  left,  ftands  a  fmallcr  veftibule,  which  leads  to  a  beautiful  terrace. 

The  internal  offices  are  partly  under  ground,  with  a  fpacious  area  in  their  front;  but  the  ftables,  and  other  out-buildings, 
are  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  houfe,  which  is  the  common  approach- 

The  views  from  the  terrace,  on  the  North,  are  numerous  and  delightful ;  particularly,  to  the  Weft,  acrofs  a  charming 
valley,  viratered  by  a  bright  and  full  ftream. 

The  building  is  brick,  with  ftone  ornaments ;  the  apartments  are  elegantly  fitted  up  and  furnifhed  ;  and  the  gardens  and 
grounds  are  laid  out  with  a  great  deal  of  tafte. 

Serlby  ftands  in  the  midft  of  a  fine  fporting  country ;  and  the  foil  is  remarkably  warm  and  fertile. 









SHARDELOES, 

IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  WILLIAM  DRAKE,  ESQ^ 

SHARDELOES  is  fituated  near  Amerfham,  in  the  county  of  Backs,  about  twenty-feven  miles  from  London.  It 
ftands  on  an  eminence,  in  the  midft  of  a  fine  park;  and  has  a  grand  and  fpacious  canal,  at  fome  diftance,  in  the  frontj 
the  formation  of  which,  from  a  delightful  but  fmall  trout  ftream,  with  the  innumerable  alterations  it  has  from  time  to 
time  undergone,  is  fuppofed  to  have  coft  the  owner  atleaft  ten  thoufand  pounds. 

The  manor  of  Shardeloes,  from  whence  this  feat  derives  it's  name,  formerly  belonged  to  the  noble  family  of  the 
Ruflels ;  butj  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  it  came  to  the  Drakes,  with  the  property  of  the  borough  of  Agmondejhaniy 
or  Amerjham,  by  an  intermarriage  with  the  only  daughter  and  heirefs  of  William  Tothill,  Efq.  and  has  regularly  defcended 
to  it's  prefent  poffeflbr. 

The  houfe,  which  is  of  ftone,  and  remarkable  for  the  fimplicity  of  it's  defign,  has  been  entirely  eredled  by  Mr,  Drake, 
within  the  laft  thirty  years  j  mere  than  a  full  third  part  of  which  period  is  faid  to  have  been  employed  in  the  building,  under 
various  architefts. 









SHERBORNE  CASTLE, 
IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  MACCLESFIELD. 

SHERBORNE  CASTLE  ftands  a  few  miles  from  Watlington,  and  near  forty  from  London,  in  a  part  of  the 
county  of  Oxford  naturally  very  luxuriant,  and  highly  improved  by  agriculture,  planting,  and  defigning; 

One  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  Sherborne  Caftle,  which  is  built  in  the  true  antique  ftile,  is  a  commodious  obfervatory ; 
fitted  up,  if  we  are  not  mifmformed,  by  the  prefent  Earl,  whom  the  late  Lord  Chefterfield  compliments  as  one  of  the  firft 
aftronomers  of  the  age. 

The  park  is  in  every  refpe<£t  adapted  to  the  ftile  of  the  edifice ;  being  calculated  for  a  difplay  of  the  fublime  rather  than  the 
ornamental,  and  abounding  with  thofe  venerable  marks  of  antiquity,  which  leave  an  irrefiftible  impreffion  on  the  foul  of 
tafte  and  fentiment. 

The  Parker  family,  pofTefTors  of  Sherborne  Caftle,  owe  their  elevation  to  Lord  Chancellor  Parker,  who  was  created  a  Peer 
of  England  in  the  year  1 7 1 5. 





Middlefex,  tlie    Seat  of   \he    DultP   oi'  NwH'bLnm.beTirlan.d 





SION  HOUSE, 
IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

THIS  noble  and  very  ancient  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  eight  miles  diftant  from  London,  is  fituated  on 
the  banlcs  of  the  Thames,  between  Brentford  and  Ifleworth,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  very  near  the  fpot  which  was 
formerly  the  fite  of  a  monallery  of  the  fame  name,  founded  by  Henry  V.  in  1414,  dedicated  to  St.  Saviour  and 
St.  Bridget,  and  fupprefled  in  the  early  part  of  the  Reformation.  But  the  revenues  amounting  at  that  time  to  the  im- 
menfe  fum  of  near  2000I.  per  annum,  equal  to  io,oool.  prefent  value,  it  was  neither  fold,  or  beftowed  as  a  gift,  like 
many  others,  but  remained  in  the  hands  of  Henry  VIII.  during  his  whole  reign.  His  fucceflbr,  Edward  VI.  however, 
granted  it  to  his  uncle,  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  at  that  time  Proteftor,  who  built  the  houfe  in  it's  prefent  form;  nor  has the  fhell  received  any  material  alteration  fince. 

On  the  attainder  and  execution  of  the  Proteclor,  Sion  fell  again  into  the  hands  of  the  crown :  and  the  new  houfe  being 
granted  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  remained  a  few  months  only  in  that  nobleman's  pofieffion;  and  then,  on  his attainder,  returned  once  more  to  the  crown,  by  confifcation. 

The  acceflion  of  Queen  Mary  reftored  Sion  to  it's  old  poflefTors  ;  but  though  the  Bridgetine  nuns  and  friars  held  it 
during  that  reign,  they  were  again  expelled  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  beftowed  a  long  leafe  on  Henry  Earl  of  Northum- 

berland, as  a  reward  for  his  faithful  and  eminent  fervices  ;  which  her  fucceflbr,  James  the  Firft,  not  only  confirmed,  but 
granted  it  in  fee-fimp!e  to  the  Earl,  who  expended  a  very  large  fum  of  money  in  altering,  or  more  probably  finifliing  it; 
and  it  received  ftill  farther  improvement  from  Algernon,  his  fon.  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  by  whofe  orders  the 
interior  fronts  were  new  faced,  the  great  hall  finiflied  as  it  now  appears,  and  various  alterations  made  in  different  apart- 

ments, under  the  direction  of  the  celebrated.  Inigo  Jones. 
On  the  marriage  of  Lady  Elizabeth  Percy,  the  daughter  of  Jofceline,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  and  grand-daughter  of 

Algernon  lafl:  mentioned,  with  Charles  Duke  of  Somerfet,  in  1682,  Sion  was  among  the  immenfe  eftate  which  became 
his  property  in  right  of  that  marriage;  and  on  his  death  in  1748,  defcended  to  Algernon,  then  Duke  of  Somerfet,  his 
only  furviving  fon,  whofe  daughter  being  married  to  Hugh,  then  Earl,  and  late  Duke  of  Northumberland,  his  noble  father- 
in-law  prefented  it  to  him  and  his  countefs ;  under  whofe  diftinguiflied  tafte  Sion  Houfe  and  it's  environs  have  undergone 
many  changes  and  alterations  equally  advantageous  and  elegant. 

The  ground  before  the  houfe  forms  a  beautiful  and  extenfive  lawn,  ftrctching  to  Ifleworth  on  the  one  hand,  and  to 
Brentford  on  the  other,  and  bounded  in  front  by  the  Thames  ;  to  which  the  ground  has  been  brought  by  a  gradual  defcent, 
opening  the  moft  delightful  views  of  the  moving  fcenes  continually  prefenting  themfelves  on  the  river,  for  a  confiderable 
length,  and  a  full  and  beautiful  profpeft  into  his  Majefty's  gardens  at  Richmond.  Indeed,  fo  uninterrupted  is  the  view, 
that  the  oppoflte  gardens  feem  only  continuations  of  the  fame  ground  which  forms  the  lawn,  and  the  river  a  grand  canal 
led  through  the  whole  to  enrich  the  delicious  fcenery. 

A  noble  gateway,  erefted  by  the  late  Duke,  at  that  extremity  of  the  grounds  which  joins  the  great  weftern  road,  attrafls 
the  notice  of  every  traveller  of  tafte,  and  forms  the  grand  accefs  to  this  magnificent  manfion. 









STRAWBERRY  HILL, 

IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  HONOURABLE  HORACE  WALPOLE. 

THIS  celebrated  manrion,  which  was  built  by  the  prefent  poficffor,  in  the  moft  beautiful  ftyle  of  Gothick  archi- 
tecture, is  charmingly  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  near  Twickenham,  in  the  county  of  Middleftx,  and  about 

ten  miles  from  London. 
The  apartments  in  general  are  elegant ;  but  the  famous  Gallery  of  Antiques,  in  particular,  is  fitted  up  fo  as  to  form 

a  wonderful  alTemblage  of  all  the  fplendor  and  magnificence  of  the  ancient  Gothick  grandeur. 
The  many  works  of  virtu  at  Strawberry  Hill,  render  it  one  of  the  moft  interefting  feats  in  England  to  every  lover  of 

the  arts,  and  of  antiquities. 
The  grounds  are  equally  well  calculated  to  pleafe  the  admirers  of  fimple  nature ;  being  laid  out  with  a  tafte  corre-' 

fpondent  to  that  which  is  obfervable  in  the  internal  decorations. 





isirf-atbam  Houfe,  u,  Surrey,  the  Spat  of  the  Duke  of  M  p.lfoi-d. 





STREATHAM  HOUSE, 
IN  SURREY. 

THE  SEAT  OF  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  BEDFORD. 

THIS  feat,  which  is  fituated  at  Streatham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  miles  from  the  metropolis, 
is  the  manor -houfe  of  the  village  from  whence  it  derives  it's  name,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  being  the  lord  of  the manor. 

The  houfe  is  furrounded  by  a  high  wall,  and  very  lofty  trees,  which  in  a  great  meafure  conceal  it  from  the  road ;  to 
which,  however,  it  adjoins  at  the  edge  of  Streatham  Common,  as  it  is  entered  from  town. 

The  Duke  fcldom  refidcs  at  this  feat,  which  is  at  prefent  inhabited  by  his  Grace's  brother,  Lord  John  Ruflel, 









STRETTON, 

IN  CHESHIRE. 

THE  SEA1'  OF  JOHN  LEECH,  ESQ^ 

THIS  agreeable  little  manfion  is  fituated  in  a  rich  and  fertile  country,  about  three  miles  from  Malpas,  in  Chefljirej 
fourteen  from  Chefter,  the  county-town;  and  one  hundred  and  feventy  from  London.  It  ftands  on  an  eafy  afcent,  near 
the  village  from  whence  it  derives  it's  name ;  and  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  Brockftone  Hill,  and  the  Carden  Cliff,  which form  the  moft  pleafing  and  pidlurefque  appearance  from  the  front  of  the  houfe.  The  view  from  the  wefl>embraces  a  vaft  but 
well  cultivated  plain,  terminated  by  the  diftant  mountains  of  Wales. 

The  houfe,  which  is  built  in  a  neat  modern  ftyle,  was  erefted  on  the  fite  of  the  ancient  edifice,  by  the  late  John  Leech,  Efq. 
about  the  year  1763,  who  bequeathed  it  to  the  prefent  pofleflbr. 

Carden,  the  hereditary  feat  of  the  ancient  family  of  Leech,  is  fituated  about  a  mile  diftant  from  Stretton,  and  is  in  the 
poffeffion  of  Mr.  Leech's  elder  brother. 









S    Y   D    L    I    N  G, 

IN  DORSETSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  JOHN  SMITH>  BART. 

SYDLING,  otherwife  SYDLING  ST.  NICHOLAS,  is  fituatcd  in  a  fine  open,  fporting  country,  feven  miles 
north  of  Dorchefter,  and  one  hundred  arid  thirty  weft  from  London. 

The  downs  in  the  vicinity  are  hilly,  but  the  turf  is  remarkably  fine  and  beautiful.  The  country  is,  indeed,  univerfally 
efteemed  one  of  the  very  beft  fpots  in  England,  for  hunting,  courfing,  and  other  field  divcrfions;  ^ 

Sydling  was  formerly  an  efiate  of  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  Secretary  of  State  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  houfe,  which  is  a  handfome  modern  edifice,  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  in  part  rebuilt,  by  Sir  John  Smith,  the 
prefent  very  liberal  pofleflbr. 









THAME  PARK, 

IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LORD  VISCOUNT  V/ENMAN. 

THIS  unadorned,  but  ftately  edifice,  is  fituated  in  the  park  from  whence  it  takes  it's  name,  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile 
and  an  half  from  the  town  of  Thame,  and  about  forty-five  miles  from  London.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  cele- 

brated Inigo  Jones;  and,  though  it  poffefles  few  of  thofe  ornaments  which  the  admirers  of  modern  architedlure  would  allow 
diftin(Stion,  the  tout  enfemble  is  fo  ftriking,  that  it  may  juftly  be  regarded  as  a  refpedtable,  if  not  a  fplendid  feat. 

It  has  long  been  the  refidence  of  the  Wcnman  Family,  which  was  elevated  to  the  peerage  of  Ireland  in  1628. 
The  Right  Honourable  Philip  Lord  Vifcount  Wcnman,  the  prefent  pofiefibr,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  liberal 

in  his  improvements:  the  houfe,  which  is  not  in  the  beft  condition,  contains  tew  paintings,  exclufive  of  family  ones;  the  gar- 
dens are  more  adapted  to  utility  than  ornamentj  and  the  Park,  being  in  too  lofty  a  fituation  for  water,  owes  very  little  to 

nature,  and  ftill  lefs  to  art. 





Thralt  Flar?,  in  Surrcj,         Seat  of  Signor  Piozzi 





THRALE  PLACE, 

IN  SURREY. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIGNOR  PIOZZI. 

THIS  neat  little  villa,  which  we  have  diftinguiflied  by  the  appellation  of  Thrale  Place,  is  fituated  at  Streatham,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  being  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  London.  The  apartments  are  fitted  up  with  feme  tafte,  and  the  grounds 
are  prettily  laid  out ;  but  this  feat  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  having  been  the  occafional  retreat  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  during 
his  well-known  intimacy  with  the  late  Mr.  Thrale,  it's  former  owner. 

The  recollection  of  this  circumftance,  and  the  train  of  confequent  reflections  which  can  hardly  fail  to  arife  in  the  minds 
of  moft  fpeitators,  would  probably  render  this  an  interefting  View,  were  the  fcenery  lefs  beautiful  and  pidturefque  than  it 
unqueftionably  is.  \ 

Thrale  Place  came  into  the  poflefllon  of  Signor  Piozzi,  the  prefent  proprietor,  by  his  intermarriage  with  the  celebrated 
widow  of  Mr.  Thrale. 



I 







TONG  CASTLE, 

IN  SHROPSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  BENJAMIN  CHANNOCK  PAYNE,  ESCL 

TONG  CASTLE,  during  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  belonged  to  the  ancient  Earls  of  Northumberland ;  frorrirVvhom 
the  eftate  pafied,  by  gradations  not  ealily  traced,  till  it  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  the  late  Duke  of  KingfVon.  Jt  ftands 
within  three  miles  of  ShifFnal,  in  Shropfhire  ;  being  ten  miles  from  Wolverhampton  and  Bridgnorth,  twenty  from  Shrewf- 
bury,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  from  London. 

The  prefent  edifice  was  ereiPced,  on  the  fite  of  the  old  caflle,  by  the  late  General  Durant,  who  purchafed  this  eftate  of  the 
then  Duke  of  Kingfton.  and  was  his  own  architedl  on  the  occafion.  This  gentleman  dying  about  nine  years  fmce,  and  his 
fon  being  at  prefent  in  his  minority,  Tong  Caftle  is  in  the  pofleflion  of  Benjamin  Channock  Payne,  Efq.  who  married  Mrs. 
Durant,  the  bte  General's  widow. 

The  building,  which  is  amazingly  grand  and  ftriking,  ftands  nearly  correfpondent  with  the  cardinal  points,  in  a  healthy, 
fruitful,  and  pleafant  plain,  excellently  well  wooded  and  watered.  It  has  one  noble  and  elegant  front  towards  the  eaft,  and 
another  to  the  well,  with  the  moft  captivating  and  extenfive  rural  profpe£ts.  The  extreme  length  is  one  hundred  and  eighty 
feet,  the  breadth  fixty-eight,  and  the  height  ninety-two.  The  fronts  are  of  durable  ftone,  built  in  the  moft  elegant  and 
fuperb  ftile  of  Gothick  architecture  ;  adorned  with  turrets,  towers,  and  ftately  Gothick  domes. 

The  apartments  are  fitted  up  and  furniftied  with  uncommon  fplendor;  and  contain  one  of  the  largeft  and  beft  collections 
of  capital  paintings,  and  other  works  of  virtu,  to  be  met  with  in  this  kingdom. 

The  garden  confifts  of  four  acres,  walled  round,  well  furniftied  with  fruit-trees,  and  enriched  with  delightful  flirubberies. 
North-eaft  of  the  Caflle,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  hundred  yards,  ftands  the  parifti-church  of  Tong  ;  which  forms  a 

very  pleafing  objeft,  and  is  famous  for  containing  one  of  the  largeft  bells  in  England,  as  well  as  manjr  rich,  elegant,  and 
ancient  monuments. 





Tvnckimha.m  Meadows,  in Middlefe.x.^  the  Seat  of  Ladj  Diana.  Beaucierk . 





TWICKENHAM  MEADOWS, 
IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LADY  DIANA  BEAUCLERK. 

TttIS  elegant  villa  is  delightfully  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  in  the  enchanting  meadows  from  which  it 
derives  it's  name,  near  the  plcafant  village  of  Twickenham  in  Middlefex,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  twelve  miles  from London. 

Among  the  variety  of  fine  villas,  on  this  charming  bank  of  the  Thames,  Lady  Diana  Beauclerk's  bears  a.vcry  diftiiv 
guilhed  rank. 

The  apartments,  which  are  fitted  up  with  extraordinary  tafte,  are  well  furniflied  with  works  of  virtu-j  and  the  gardens 
and  grounds  are  laid  out  in  a  ftile  of  elegance  worthy  the  refined  poffeflbr,  who  is  herfelf  fkilled  in  the  arts. 

From  the  pencil  of  her  ladyfhip^  the  world  has  been  honoured  with  forae  exquifite  drawings,  which  are  univerfally  ad- 
mired, ne  of  thefe  elegant  productions  will  be  recognized  in  the  minute  Figures  which  enrich  the  prefent  View,  and 

which  have  been  (ketched  in  by  Mr.  Burney,  on  Mr.  Watts's  Drawing  of  the  Houfe  and  Grounds. 
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WANSTEAD  HOUSE, 

IN  ESSEX, 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  JAMES  TYLNEY  LONG,  BART. 

THIS  houfe,  which  was  defigned  by  Colonel  Campbell,  and  built  by  the  father  of  the  lately  deceafed  Earl  Tylney,  is 
unqueftionably  one  of  the  nobleft  raanfions,  not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  from  which  it  is  diftant  only  five  miles, 
but  in  the  whole  kingdom. 

It  is  fronted  with  Portland  ftone,  and  confifts  of  two  ftories.  The  bafement  is  entered  by  a  door  in  the  middle,  beneath  the 
grand  entrance,  which  is  under  a  noble  portico  of  fix  Corinthian  columns,  fupporting  a  pediment,  in  th;  tympanum  of  which 
are  the  arms  of  the  family.  This  entrance,  which  is  afcended  by  a  double  flight  of  fteps,  leads  into  a  magnificent  hall  or  faloon, 
decorated  by  painting  and  (culpture,  and  enriched  with  feveral  antique  ftatues  of  excellent  worlcmanfhip.  Two  fuits  of  grand 
apartments,  equally  elegant  and  convenient,  occupy  the  whole  length  of  the  front;  one  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the  left  of 
the  faloon  :  thefe  are  all  well-furnifhed,  and  finifhed  in  high  tafte  ;  and  contain  fome  paintings  by  the  beft  mafters,  and  fome 
portraits  and  other  family  pidlures;  among  which  is  a  fmall  pidure,  containing  portraits  at  length  of  the  late  Earl  and  his 
>vhole  family,  by  the  celebrated  Hogarth. 

This  front,  which  extends  two  hundred  and  fixty  feet  in  length,  is  approached  by  a  vifta,  which  reaches  to  the  great  road 
at  Leighton- ftone  ;  but  is  interrupted,  at  a  convenient  diftance  from  die  houfe,  by  an  oval  or  o6tanguIar  bafon  of  water,  at  the 
bl  ink  of  which  the  road  divides,  and  leads  to  the  houfe  on  each  fide  the  bafon.  The  ground  in  front  of  the  houfe  is  feparated 
from  the  bafon  by  a  funic  fence,  with  a  low  iron  baluftrade,  and  a  gate  at  each  extremity;  near  which  are  alfo  two  ftatues, 
one  of  Venus,  the  other  of  Hercules. 

The  back  front  has  no  portico;  but  fix  three-quarter  columns  fup|3ort  a  pediment,  with  an  ornamental  bas-relief.  It  is 
chieily  occupied  within  by  a  moft  fuperb  ball-room,  richly  furniflied,  and  containing  alfo  fome  good  pi£turcs.  From  this 
liont  the  ground  defcends  gently  to  a  fine  terrace,  commanding  a  view  of  the  river,  which  has  been  extended  into  canals ; 
and  of  the  rifing  ground  beyond  it,  difpofed  in  plantations  and  walks  of  great  beauty.  The  fputh  end  of  this  terrace  exhibits 
alfo  a  very  extenfive  view  of  a  rich  and  cultivated  country,  and  of  many  villages,  hamlets,  and  feats. 

The  gardens  are  extenfivc,  and  equally  calculated  for  ufe  and  ornament:  they  contain  hot-houfes  and  green-houfes, 
built  in  a  ftile  of  great  magnificence;  and,  as  thefe  were  laid  out  by  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  the  father  of  the  firft  Earl  Tylney, 
tiicy  were  compleated  before  the  prefent  houfe  was  begun. 

The  late  Earl  Tyiney  haying  died  without  ifTue,  Wanfted  Houfe  defcendcd  to  Sir  James  Long,  Bart,  who  has  fince 
tuk:;n  th;;  naaie  of  fylney,  and  is  the  prefent  polleflor. 
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WATERPERY  HOUSE, 

IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  JOHN  BARNARD  CURZON,  ESQ^ 

WATERPERY  HOUSE  is  fituated  near  Wheatley,  in  Oxfordfliire;  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  miles  from  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  fomewhat  more  than  forty-eight  from  London. 

The  fituation  is  low,  and  confequently  the  views  from  the  houfe  arelimlttcdj  but  the  fcenery  in  the  furrounding 
grounds,  though  there  is  no  park,  has  an  agreeably  pidlurefque  appearance. 

The  houfc  is  internally  well  fitted  up,  but  it  is  by  no  means  remarkable  for  containing  any  works  of  art. 
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W    E    L    B    E  C 

IN  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

THIS  very  famous  feat  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  is  delightfully  fituated,  in  a  fine  park  of  the  fame  name,  at 
xhe  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  Mansfield,  in  Nottinghamfhire,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  from  London. 

Welbeck  was  formerly  an  abbey  of  Premonftratenfian  monks,  founded  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen ;  and,  to  this  abbey, 
ail  others  of  the  fame  order,  in  England,  were  fubjeft. 

Part  of  the  ancient  edifice  is  ftill  {landing  ;  but  it  has  been  mo.dernized,  at  different  periods,  as  convenience  required,  by 
the  late  and  prefent  Dukes  of  Portland  ;  who  have  alfo  formed  the  adjacent  fields  into  a  fine  park,  well  flocked  with  deer, 
and  containing  fome  of  the  largefl  trees  in  England.  An  old  oak,  in  particular,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Welbeck  Park,  has  a 
road  cut  in  the  centre  large  enough  to  admit  the  paflage  of  a  family  carriage,  and  a  coach  with  fix  horfes  is  faid  to  have 
been  actually  driven  through  it. 

The  bottom  of  a  long  winding  valley,  leading  from  the  houfe  through  the  wood,  being  of  a  boggy  nature,  it  was  dug,  by 
the  Duke's  direftions,  to  a  proper  depth,  and  formed  into  a  noble  and  fpacious  lake,  which  winds,  in  an  eafy  and  bold 
courfe,  at  the  foot  of  feveral  fine  woods,  whence  the  water  prefents  itfelf,  in  a  tfuly  piclurefque  manner,  from  many  diffe- 

rent points  of  view. 
The  rooms,  at  Welbeck,  are  magnificently  furnifhcd ;  and  there  is  a  large  colledlion  of  capital  paintings,  by  the  moft celebrated  mafters. 
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WEST CLANDON  PLACE^ 

IN SURREY. 

THE SEAT  OF  LORD  ONSLOW. 

THIS  noble  edifice  is  fituated  in  a  fine  park,  about  three  miles  from  Guildford,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  twenty- 
fix  from  the  metropolis. 

It  was  built  by  Thomas,  the  feeond  Lord  Onllow,  after  the  defign  of  Leoni,  about  the  year  1731 ;  and,  by  hereditary 
defcent,  became  the  property  of  his  prefent  Lordfliip. 

The  hall,  a  cube  of  forty  feet,  is  a  moft  magnificent  entrie.  In  this  apartment  are  two  elegant  chimney-pieces,  the  work 
of  that  celebrated  fculptor,  Ryfbrack  :  the  firft,  a  Sacrifice  to  Bacchus,  and  faid  to  be  this  great  mafter's  chef  d'  oeuvre  in bafs  relief;  the  other,  a  Sacrifice  to  Diana,  executed  with  great  tafte  and  ability.  The  rooms,  in  general,  are  ftately  and 
convenient;  the  pictures  good,  but  not  numerous :  two  of  Barlow's  beft  pieces,  however,  deferve  particular  notice;  they 
hang  in  the  faloon,  and  are  an  honour  to  that  Artift.  On  the  chamber-floor  is  a  portrait  of  Sir  Edward  Onflow,  the  un- 

doubted work  of  Cornelius  Johnfon,  and  worthy  the  pencil  of  that  ingenious  mafl:er. 
The  South-weft  front  commands  a  lively  and  extenfive  profpeft ;  the  park  afFords  a  rich  pafture,  and  is  plentifully  ftocked 

with  deer.    In  the  pleafure-ground  a  romantick  neatnefs  prevails,  where  art  and  nature  mutually  fupport  each  other. 
The  afcent  near  the  houfe  gives  full  command  of  Guildford  race-ground  :  and  here  a  well-direfted  tafte  has  been  engaged 

with  fuccefs,  transforming  a  late  chalk-pit  into  one  of  the  richeft  pifturefque  fcenes  of  romantic  beauty.  The  variety  of 
it's  foliage,  and  bold  effeft,  is  a  fchool  for  the  firft  landfcape-painter  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

The  ftables,  built  by  his  prefent  Lordfliip,  from  a  defign  by  Brown,  are  feen  from  the  pleafure-ground :  they  have  the  efFeft 
of  ftone ;  and,  bei.,g  furrounded  with  flately  elms,  form  a  very  beautiful  obje<Jt. 
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WEST  RETFORD  HOUSE, 

IN  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  ALEXANDER  EMERSON,  ESCL 

WEST  RETFORD  HOUSE  is  fituated  near  the  turnpike  road,  adjoining  to  the  borough  of  Eaft  Retford,  in 
Nottinghamfhire,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty-five  miles  from  London. 

The  fouth-eaft  front  commands  a  pleafant  view  of  the  town  of  Eaft  Retford  ;  and  that  to  the  north-weft  was  faid,  by 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  on  his  vifiting  Eaft  Retford  Houfe,  to  have  ftruck  him,  from  it's  pleafant  fituation,  more  than  any houfe  he  had  noticed  in  his  journey  from  the  north. 

The  apartments  are  elegantly  fitted  up  and  furniihcd }  and  the  furrounding  grounds  laid  out  with  great  tafte  and 
judgment. 









WEST  WYCOMBE  PARK, 
IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  JOHN  DASHWOOD  KING,  BART. 

THIS  celebrated  feat  of  the  late  Lord"l.e  Defpenfer,  is  fituated  at  Weft  Wycombe,  two  miles  from  High  Wycombe,  and 
thirty-one  from  London. 

It  lies  embofomed  in  a  fine  park  of  confiderable  extent ;  and  though  the  principal  edifice  is  concealed  from  the  road,  ths 
beautiful  lodge,  and  other  little  ere£lions  in  the  park  by  which  it  is  approached,  attratft  the  admiration  of  every  traveller. 

The  very  peculiar  ftile  of  the  late  Lord  Le  Defpenfer's  garden  decorations,  as  wittily  defcribed  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  irHiig 
well  known  lively  letter,  was  an  outrage  on  common  decency.  But,  "  Dt  mcrtuls  nil n'lfi lonum"  is  an  excellent  admonition, and  it  operates  as  an  injun6lion  of  fxlence  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
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w H  E  A  T  L  E  Y, 

IN  YORKSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT OF  SIR  GEORGE  COOKE,  BART. 

THIS  plain,  but  neat,  convenient,  and  well-furniftied  manfion,  is  delightfully  fituated  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  the  county 
of  York,  within  two  miles  of  Doncafter,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  from  London. 

The  edifice,  as  it  now  appears,  was  erefted  about  a  century  ago,  by  Sir  Henry  Cooke,  Bart,  from  whom  it  has  defcended' in  a  direft  line  of  fuccefllon,  to  Sir  George,  the  prefent  pofleflbr. 
The  houfe  ftands  at  a  fraall  diftance  from  the  River  Dun,  or  Don,  which  bounds  part  of  the  pleafure-ground  :  and  the 

meanders  of  this  fine  navigable  ftream,  with  the  barges  and  other  craft  continually  paffing  up  and  down  ;  the  beautiful  fur* 
rounding  country ;  and  the  elegant  manfion-houfe,  market-place,  fine  old  Gothick  church,  and  ftone  bridge,  in  the  town 
of  Doncafter,  univerfally  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  handfomeft  places  in  Yorkfliirci  all  confpire  to  form  the  moft  agreeable 
and  pidurefque  fcenery  that  can  well  be  imagined. 
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WHITFIELD, 

IN  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LORD   CHARLES  SPENCER. 

FOR  beauty  of  fituation,  and  the  charms  ef  nature,  which  owe  little  to  the  touch  of  art,  few  places  exceed  this  fm  all, 
but  elegant  feat;  which  ftands  on  the  right  of  the  London  road  from  Tetfworth,  diftant  between  three  and  four  miles  from  th« 
latter  place,  and  about  forty-one  from  the  former. 

Whitfield  was  originally  purchafed  by  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  by  whom  it  was  given  to  his  fecond  fon,  the  prefent 
poflelTor,  as  part  of  his  patrimony. 

Thehoufe,  which  is  a  regular  and  agreeable  modern  edifice,  contains  a  few  ver)'  excellent  original  paintings,  exclufive  of 
fome  family  ones. 











WHITTON  PLACE, 
IN  MIDDLESEX. 

THE  $EAT  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  CHAMBERS. 

WHITTON  PLACE,  near  the  village  of  Whitton,  In  Middlefex,  and  about  nine  miles  weft  of  London,  was  ori- 
ginally the  feat  of  his  Grace  Archibald  Duke  of  Argyll,  and  famous  for  the  compleateft  colleftion  of  exoticks 

then  extant  in  England.  Since  his  Grace's  deceale,  many  of  the  rare  plants  have  been  removed;  and  all  that  now  re- 
main, are  fome  of  the  fineft  cedars,  and  other  evergreens,  to  be  found  in  this  country.  The  place,  too,  has  undergone 

many  changes,  and  had  various  proprietors ;  but  that  part  of  it  which  is  reprefcnted  in  the  annexed  print,  is  now  in  the 
pofleffion  of  Sir  William  Chambers,  Knight  of  the  Polar  Star,  and  Comptroller  General  of  his  Majefty's  Works,  who has  confiderably  improved  both  the  houfe  and  the  grounds. 

The  houfe  is  fpacious,  commodious,  neatly  furniflied,  and  fitted  up  with  valuable  pi£hires,  ancient  marbles,  original 
dravvings,  and  other  works  of  virtu.  There  is  a  very  compleat  library  of  books  relative  to  the  owner's  profeffion,  and fuch  others  as  are  ufually  found  in  coUedlions  calculated  for  the  amufement  of  leifure  hours. 

The  grounds  are  laid  out  with  great  tafte,  on  the  plan  of  an  Italian  villa;  and  the  kitchen-garden  affords,  befides 
all  necellaries,  the  fineft  fruit  of  moft  forts  produced  in  this  climate. 









WILTON  HOUSE, 

IN  WILTSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  PEMBROKE. 

WILTON  HOUSE  is  fituatcd  near  the  borough  of  Wilton,  about  three  miles  from  Salifbury,  and  eighty-fix  frorri 
London. 

This  noble  manfion  was  built  by  the  celebrated  Inigo  Jones,  and  the  garden-front  is  faid  to  be  his  thef  d'ouvre.  The apartments  are  numerous  and  magnificent;  and  they  are  finiftied,  decorated,  and  furnifhed,  in  a  moft  fuperb  ftile. 
The  gardens,  which  are  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  houfe,  are  extended  beyond  a  branch  of  the  river  which  runs  through  them: 

this  river  is  crofl'ed  by  a  bridge  of  beautiful  conftrudtion,  having  an  open  colonnade  of  the  lonick  order ;  and  the  ground  rifing to  a  confiderable  height  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftream,  is  crowned  with  an  elegant  fummer-houfe,  which  commands  a  pro- 
fpeft  of  the  city  of  Salifbury,  with  the  north  fide  of  it's  noble  and  ancient  cathedral,  and  a  very  confiderable  extent  of  country. 

Wilton  Houfe  contains  the  moft  valuable  coUeftion  of  marble  antiques  and  pictures  in  Great  Britain.  Ainong  the  former 
are  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  Arundelian  colleftion,  with  the  entire  colleftions  of  Cardinal  Richelieu,  and  Cardinal 
Mazarine :  the  latter  are  the  works  of  the  moft  celebrated  matters,  ancient  and  modern ;  and,  among  many  others,  of  M  ichael 
Angelo,  Raphael,  Paolo  Veronefe,  Parmegiano,  Carlo  Dolci,  Corregio,  Guido  Rheni,  Titian,  Rubens,  Annibal  Caracci,  Sir 
Peter  Lely,  Vandycke,  and  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller, 









WIMBLEDON, 

I  N    S  U  R  R  E  y. 

THE  SEAT  OF  MONSIEUR  CALONNE. 

THIS  elegant  villa  is  fituated  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  Wimbledon  Common,  about  nine  miles  from  London,  and  adjoin- 
ing to  the  village  from  whence  it  is  named. 

It  has  lately  been  purchafed  of  Benjamin  Bond  Hopkins,  Efq.  the  prefent  poneilbr  of  Pain's  Hill,  by  Monfieur Calonne,  the  celebrated  French  ftatefman. 
The  gardens  and  grounds  are  beautiful  and  extenfive,  and  the  apartments  are  richly  furniflied. 
From  the  acknowledged  tafte  of  Monfieur  Calonne,  the  whole  will  probably  appear  in  a  ftyle  of  very  fuperior  ele.- 

gance,  when  the  alterations  now  in  contemplation  are  compleatly  made. 











WISETON  HALL, 

IN  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  JONATHAN  ACKLOM,  ES(^ 

THIS  houfe  is  fituated  near  Retford,  in  Nottinghamftiire,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  county  of  York,  being  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  diftaiu  from  London.  It  ftands  on  a  floping  ground,  having  a  lawn  of  about  thirty  acres  in  front, 
with  a  view  through  fcattered  trees  and  plantations  of  feveral  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft,  bounded  by  hills  whofe  fides  are  well 
furnifted.  There  is  a  walk  of  a  mile  long  round  the  lawn,  the  weft  fide  of  which  commands  a  view  of  a  range  of  hills 
of  a  concave  form,  on  which  are  built  feveral  farms,  backed  with  plantations  by  the  proprietor.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
walk,  under  a  terrace,  is  the  Chefterfield  Canal,  which  has  a  winding  courfe  of  about  two  miles  through  the  efl:ate;  and, 
in  one  part  of  it,  is  carried  through  a  hill  of  rock,  which  forms  a  curious  kind  of  grotto,  fifteen  feet  high,  and  as  many 
wide,  and  near  three  hundred  yards  long. 

The  turnp'ke  road  fiora  Bawtry,  in  Yorkfliire,  to  Gainfborough,  in  Lincolnlhirc,  goes  over  the  Chefterfield  Canal,  and has  the  command  of  feveral  beautiful  views  of  it,  winding  through  a  variegated  valley. 
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WOODLAND  HOUSE, 

IN  KENT. 

THE  SEAT  OF  JOHN  JULIUS  ANGERSTEIN,  ESQ^ 

THIS  charming  little  villa  is  fituated  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  Blacicheath,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Greenwich 
Park,  towards  the  village  of  Charlton,  in  Kent.  The  fituation  is  delightfully  pidlurefque,  and  commands  a  pleafing  but  dif- 
tant  view  of  the  Thames.  The  gardens,  which  are  not  very  extenfive,  communicate  with  a  fmall  paddock,  and  the  whole 
has  a  very  neat  and  agreeable,  if  not  an  elegant  appearance. 

The  houfe  was  eredled  for  the  prefent  proprietor,  Mr.  Angerftein,  in  the  year  1774,  by  Mr.  Gibfon,  the  architefl:,  and 
really  does  confiderable  credit  to  that  gentleman's  abilities.  The  face  of  the  building  is  a  beautiful  and  apparently  very  du- rable ftucco;  and  the  front,  which  has  a  handfome  portico,  is  enriched  by  two  niches,  one  on  each  fide,  containing  elegant 
ftatues  reprefenting  the  Young  Apollo,  and  the  Dancing  Faun.  Immediately  over  the  niches  are  two  circijlar  baflb-re- 
lievos,  with  a  femi-circular  window  in  the  centre. 

The  apartments  are  refpedlably  fitted  up,  but  they  are  not  remarkable  for  containing  any  works  of  virtu. 
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WYCLIFFE  HALL, 
IN  YORKSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  MARMADUKE   TUNSTALL,  ESQ^ 

WYCLIFFE  HALL,  fituated  about  eight  miles  north-weft  from  Richmond,  in  the  North  Riding  of  the  county 
of  York,  was  nearly  from  the  Conqueft  the  feat  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  WyclifFes,  who  had  large  pofteffions  in 
the  vicinity:  but  the  male  line  of  the  principal  branch  of  that  family  failing  on  the  death  of  William  WyclifFe,  Efq.  in 
i6ii;  it  came  into  that  of  the  Tunftalls,  then  of  Thurland  Caftle,  in  the  county  of  Lancafter,  by  the  intermarriage  of 
Marmaduke,  eldeft  fon  of  Francis  Tunftall,  Efq.  in  1606,  with  Catherine,  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  that  gentleman.i 

The  houfe  is  for  the  moft  part  a  new  ereftion,  and  was  began  in  1764,  by  Marmaduke  Tunftall,  Efq.  the  prefcnt  pro- 
prietor, who  came  into  pofTeffion  in  1760.  It  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  River  Tees,  which  divides  the  county  of  York 

from  that  of  Durham}  a  meandering,  and  frequently  rapid  ftream,  the  rocky  banks  of  which  are  truly  romantick. 
The  dimenfions  of  the  principal  apartments  are  as  follow:  the  hall  32  feet  by  21  ;  the  parlour  27  by  17;  the  drawing- 

room  32  by  21 ;  and  each  15  feet  high.  The  library,  which  is  well  furniflied  with  valuable  books  and  MSS.  is  3a^eet  by 
20;  the  mufeum  (which  as  well  as  the  library  commands  a  fine  profpe£t  of  the  river)  is  45  by  20,  and  contains  a  large  col- 
led'on  of  fubjedts  in  mtural  hiftory  and  antiquities  ;  with  a  cabinet  of  Greek,  Roman,  and  modern  coins  and  medals.  The 
chapel  is  39  feet  by  20,  and  18  ftct  high. 

There  are  feveral  good  paintings  by  Titian,  Holbein,  De  Neef,  Teniers,  Breughel,  Smith  of  Chichefter,  and  other  eminent 
mafters,  with  many  highly  finifhed  drawings  and  prints. 

Various  fine  fhrubbeiies,  and  plantations  of  almoft  every  fort  of  foreft  trees,  have  within  thefe  few  years  been  formed  in 
the  adjacent  grounds,  by  ihB  liberal  and  fcientifick  owner. 









\V  Y  C  O  M  B  HOUSE, 
INBUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  MARQUIS  OF  LANSDOWN. 

THIS  family  mai;fioa  is  fituated  at  High  Wycombe,  formerly  called  Chepplng  Wycombe,  in  the  county  of  Bucks, 
twenty-fix  miles  from  London ;  from  whence  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  derives  his  title  of  Lord  Wycombe,  Baron  of 
Chcpping  Wycombe,  conferred  in  1760,  by  his  late  Majefty  George  the  Second. 

The  houfe  is  large  and  commodious ;  but  it  is  rather  a  refpeftable  than  an  elegant  edifice. 
The  furrounding  country  is  truly  beautiful ;  and  the  profpeds,  though  not  very  extenfive,  are  on  all  fides  delightful. 
There  are,  at  prefent,  few  works  of  virtia  at  Wycombe ;  the  Marquis  being  much  lefs  attached  to  this  feat,  notwithHand- 

ing  it's  local  beauties  and  convenience,  than  his  more  elegant  manfion,  called  Beau  Wood,  in  Wiltfliire, 









ACTON  PARK^ 

IN    DENBIGHSHIRE,  WALES. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  FOSTER  CUNLIFFE. 

THIS  elegant  manfion  is  fituated  about  a  mile  from  Wrexham,  in  Denbighfliire ;  thirty  miles  from  Shrewfbury,  the 
county-town  of  Shropftire  ;  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  from  London.  It  ftands  in  the  extenfive  park  from  whence 
it's  name  is  derived  ;  which  is  well-wooded,  and  lies  in  a  very  beautiful  country. 

A£ton  Park  was  formerly  the  refidence  of  the  famous  Judge  JefFeries,  by  whofe  family  It  had  been  long  poflefled. 
The  eftate  has  been  much  improved  by  Sir  Fofter  CunlifFe,  the  prefent  pofleflbrj  who,  among  other  alterations  ind 

additions,  has  added  an  entire  fouth  front  to  the  houfe. 









BRINAPREECEj 

IN    FLINTSHIRE,  WALES. 

THE  SEAT  OF  FRANCIS  PARRY  PRICE,  ESQ^ 

BRINAPREECE,  which  has  for  many  generations  been  in  the  family  of  the  prefent  pofleflbr,  is  fituated  near  the 
village  of  Orton,  in  the  county  of  Flint. 

It  Hands  on  an  elevated  fpot,  in  the  midft  of  a  very  rich  country,  fertilized  by  the  meandering  llreams  of  the  Dee. 
The  houfe,  which  has  within  thefe  few  years  been  modernized  and  much  improved,  is  remarkable  for  containing  a  very 

fine  Mufeum  of  curiofities,  collected  at  a  vaft  expence,  by  the  late  Richard  Parry  Price,  Efq.  who  for  many  years  employed 
himfelf,  with  unwearied  alliduity,  in  furnilhing  it  with  every  rare  and  beautiful  produdion  of  nature. 









CHIRKE  CASTLE, 

IN  DENBIGHSHIRE. 

THE  SEAT  OF  RICHARD  MYDDELTON,  ESCL 

THIS  very  ancient  edifice  (lands  on  a  confiderable  elevation,  in  a  beautiful  and  extenfive  park,  near  the  town  of  Chirke, 
in  the  county  of  Denbigh ;  about  four  miles  diftant  from  Ofwcftry,  in  Shropfhire,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  from 
London. 

In  times  of  remote  antiquity,  Chirke  Caftle  was  a  garrifon;  but,  from  the  year  1586,  to  the  period  of  Cromwell's 
Ufurpation,  had  occafionally  received  vaft  improvements,  and  was  then  one  of  the  fineft  feats  throughout  Wales.  Ti\c 
damage,  however,  it  at  this  time  received,  when  it  was  entirely  difmantled,  was  not  repaired,  after  the  Reftoration,  for  a  k-fs 
fum  than  30,0001. 

Sir  Thomas  Mvddelton,  the  grandfather. of  the  prefent  pofleflbr,  who  fufFered  this  prodigious  lofs,  is  faid  to  have  been 
offered  a  coronet  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  as  a  reward  for  his  fingular  fervices ;  which,  from  excefs  of  modcfty,  he 
declined  accepting. 

The  Caftle  commands  a  view  of  fuch  aftonifliing  extent,  that  it  actually  comprehends  thirteen  counties. 
The  park,  through  which  runs  the  River  Cyirriog,  is  finely  wooded,  and  well  flocked  with  deer. 









E       R       T       H       I  G, 

IN   DENBIGHSHIRE,  WALES. 

THE  SEAT  OF  PHILIP  YORKE,  ESCL 

THIS  magnificent  feat  ftands  In  a  rich  cultivated  fpot,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Wrexham,  in  the  county  of 
Denbigh,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  from  London. 

Erthig  is  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  it's  pleafure-grounds  j  which  are  not  only  very  extenfive,  but  laid  out  with aftonifhing  tafte  by  the  prcfent  pofieflor. 
A  fine  ftrcam  that  runs  near  the  houfe,  contributes  greatly  to  the  richnefs  of  the  fcenery;  forming  feveral  beautiful 

cafcadcs,  which  appear  in  various  places  through  the  openings  of  the  thick  wood  on  it's  banks,  in  the  moft  ftriking  an^ 
pidurefque  manner. 







i 



GREDINGTON, 

IN    FLINTSHIRE,  WALES. 

THE  SEAT  OF  LORD  KENYON. 

GREDINGTON,  in  Flintftiirc,  which  has  long  been  the  hereditary  eftate  of  the  ancient  and  very  honourable 
family  of  the  Kenyons,  is  fituatcd  in  a  rich  and  fertile  country,  abounding  with  the  moft  beautiful  and  pi£lurefque 
fcenery. 

The  houfe  and  offices,  which  are  modern,  are  large,  and  remarkably  convenient,  and  the  apartments  are  elegantly 
fitted  up  and  furniflied. 

Gredington,  though  a(flually  in  Wales,  and  in  the  county  of  Flint,  is  within  a  few  miles  of  Whitchurch,  in  Shrop- 
fliire  ;  being  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  miles  diftant  from  London. 

The  prefent  pofleflbr,  who  has  lately  been  fo  worthily  elevated  to  the  Britifh  peerage,  as  well  as  to  fucceed  the  Earl  of 
Mansfield,  as  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  takes  his  title,  Baron  Gredington,  of  Gredington,  in 
the  county  of  Flint,  from  this  refpeiflable  family  manfion. 









HANMER  HALL, 

IN    FLINTSHIRE,  WALES. 

THE  SEAT  OF  MRS.  WATSON. 

HA  NME  R  HALL,  though  fituated  in  Flintfhire,  ftands  within  fix  miles  of  Whitchurch,  in  Shropfliire,  and  ten 
of  Wrexham,  in  the  county  of  Denbigh,  Wales  ;  being  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  from  London.  The  eftate 
formerly  belonged  to  Sir  John  Hanmer,  Bart,  who  was  employed  as  an  ambaflador  by  Queen  Anne,  and  uncle  of  the  late 
Sir  I'homas  Hanmer,  who  came  into  pofleflion  on  the  deceafe  of  Sir  John.  It  was  bequeathed  by  Sir  Thomas,  to William  Hanmer,  Efq.  of  Ifcoed  ;  and  this  gentleman  dying  without  male  iflue,  it  fell  to  the  late  Humphrey  Hanmer,  Efq. 
as  heir  at  law,  who  rebuilt  Hanmer  Hall  in  the  year  1754,  and  left  it  to  his  widow,  now  Mrs.  Watfon,  atwhofe  deceaTe  it 
will  devolve  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  of  Bettersfield,  in  the  county  of  Flint. 

The  adjacent  country  is  flat,  but  well  wooded ;  and  there  is  a  beautiful  flieet  of  water  in  the  neighbourhood,  called 
Hanmer  Mere,  which  covers  near  three  hundred  acres,  and  extends  to  the  village  of  Hanmer,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
diHant.  This  piece  of  water,  which  afFords  a  prodigious  quantity  of  filh  of  different-fpecies,  has  a  moft  delightful  efFeft, 
whea  viewed  from  the  upper  chambers  of  the  houfe. 









LLANSILLIO, 

IN    DENBIGHSHIRE,  WALES, 

THE  SEAT  OF  THOMAS  JONES,  ESQ.. 

THIS  elegant  manHon  is  fituated  in  Wales,  about  three  miles  from  Llangollen,  in  Denbighfliire,  and  at  the  diftance  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety  from  London.  It  ftands  near  the  banks  of  the  Dee,  in  a  fituation  fo  peculiarly  advantageous  and 
ftriking,  that  the  houfe  feems  furrounded  by  the  river.  The  circumjacent  country  is  beautifully  romantick  :  the  landfcape 
confifting  of  a  verdant  vall'.y,  through  which  the  clear  ftream  of  the  Dee  delightfully  meanders,  forming  a  vai-iety  of  Hne 
angles  ;  the  country  is  charmingly  enriched  by  hanging  rocks,  precipices  cloathed  with  umbrageous  woods,  and  eafy  and 
difficult  afcents,  intcriperfed  with  hamlets,  fingle  cottages,  and  other  rufticities,  fo  as  to  comprehend  a  pleafing  afl'emblage of  pidlurefque  objects,  from  one  of  the  happieft  unions  that  can  poflibly  be  conceived  of  the  fimpleft  and  moft  fublime  fcenes 
of  nature,  terminated  by  the  diftant  mountains. 

Llanfillio  has  for  many  generations  been  in  the  family  of  Jones  j  and  defcended  to  the  prefent  pofleflbr,  on  the  deceafe  of 
his  fatner,  the  late  Thomas  Jones,  Efq, 





-oT  IIhH,  ill  Dpiibig-ldkire.lluo  Sent  of  Trevoi'  X,lojd.,Eft|. 





TREVOR  HALL^ 

IN   DENBIGHSHIRE,  WALES. 

THE  SEAT  OF  TREVOR  LLOYD,  ESQ^ 

THIS  neat  modern  building  is  pleafantly  (ituated,  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Dee,  within  about  a  mile  of  Llangollen 
in  Denbighfhire,  and  ten  from  Ofweftry  in  the  county  of  Salop;  being  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  miles  diftant  from 
London. 

It  commands  a  moft  delightful  profped  over  a  fertile  and  falubrious  vale  :  enriched  by  the  beautiful  ferpentine  windings 
of  the  Dee ;  interfperfed  with  rich  woods ;  and  bounded  by  the  rocks  of  Eglv/yfeagle,  with  other  mountainous  and 
fublime  fcenery. 

Trevor  Hall  has  for  fevcral  ages  been  the  patrimonial  eftate  of  the  very  ancient  family  of  Lloyds,  and  defcended  in  a 
direct  line  to  the  prefent  pofleflbr. 









WYNNSTAY, 

IN    DENBIGHSHIRE,  WALES. 

THE  SEAT  OF  SIR  WATKIN  WILLIAMS  WYNN,  BART. 

THIS  beautiful  feat,  certainly  one  of  the  richcft  anJ  moft  elegant  In  the  whole  principality  of  Wales,  is  fituated  near 
Ruabon,  in  Dcnbighfliire ;  being  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  Wrexham,  in  the  fame  county,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  from  London  t 

Wynnftay  has  long  been  the  hereditary  eftate  of  the  ancient  and  honourable  family  from  which4t  derives  it's  name. The  houfe  is  magnificent  and  fpacious,  and  the  fituation  truly  delightful.  Under  the  aufpices  of  Sir  Watkin  Williams 
Wynn,  the  prefcnt  poffeflbr,  both  the  edifice  and  grounds  have  rifen  to  a  veiy  enviable  height  of  perfeftion ;  and  fome 
recent  improvements  render  it  not  only  one  of  the  moll  beautiful  feats  in  Wales,  but  in  the  whole  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain. 
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